Northampbn Advanced Motorists

I A M Northampton Advanced Motorists
Newsletter

DRIVING ROAD SAFETY
Winter 2011
A Publicity Day in the Dark! Publicity Days:
Riverside Retail park

December

Grovenor Centre
January/February

Dates to be confirmed but
help required to man the
display unit. Contact Dee
German for further details
and to volunteer!

Northampton
www.iamnpl
07967 65

Northampton|
WWW. b
08700

Annual Dinner with

a Difference!
12" May 2012

See Page 5 for details of this
exciting and fun event. Note,
places will need to be booked.
G, 2dz OF yQi K2t R | Ligkolt A6 Ee 0SSO S

However, as will be seen from the photos in this Newsletter, not ¢ See inside for further details
could we hold a publicity event at night time, we couldich@ very  these events and others yo
successful one! It was an excellent event, with a massive bonfire Group is running
and warming!) and plenty of fireworks. With upwards of 5,000 pec

attending the event was packed. We were very excited with the nun

of individuals who came across teee us, and who are genuine o
interested in improving their driving and taking their advanced test. Subscription due

1st February 201z

It is now possible to pay yar
annual subscription by
Standing Order (page B)

Thanks must go to Jim Hollowell who allowed us to park our Unit ai
Hollowell Bonfire and Fireworks display (and who very kindly towed
unit there ard back!).

From the ChairE Important Diary Dates E 5-minute Interview

PRIVING RGAR SAFETY Associate Classroom hintEMallorcan HolidayEMotorway Day E
_ New Standing Order formE News & Driving tips from IAM HQEWinter Tyre Advice
Il nside Associate SpotlightE IAM Gioup ConferenceEBonfire Night E Beware New TyresE

Roadcraft Top 10 Commandment& OuizE Groun Shop
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From the Chair

John Norrie, Group Chairman

As | am writing this, the newspapers are full of horrific pictureg
the aftermath of the recent carnage on the M% the worst
motorway crash in 40 years said one headline. It is hard to imag
how 34 vehicles can be involved in one collision without somethi
extraordinary having occurred. Perhaps the investigation bei
conducted will pint to what that was. No doubt a contributory

o factor will be the lack of danger felt by many drivers who habitually
drive too close to other vehicles at speed on the motorway and do not raise their observat
appropriately.

—

Fortunately such incidentare rare. Most accidents are low in probability when set against
SY2N¥2dza ydzYoSNJ 2F NRIFIR YAftSa (N} @StftSR Ay
GKS o0AffA2Yyad CKFiQa ¢oKeé (GKS aLQaS o S SyNER
necessarily an indication of a safe driver. Imagine if winning the lottery was an absolute dif
Y240 2F dza ¢2dzZ R 0SS afdzOl1e&¢ F2NJ eSIFNBR S@Sy
GKS LINRBOLF oAf A G Abtsou Gete®aint.lj dzA G S Y I (G OK

!J

When Steve Smith and | deliver the classroom input to associates we talk about the Suddemly
and how advanced driver training will keep you out of it. When police officers interview people
have been involved in an acciderz G KS& FTAYR (0KS 62NR addzRRSyf
suddenly. They may happen rapidly, but through a sequence of events. If a driver has anticipat
possibility of that sequence, or part of it, they are unlikely to be involveds dliity develops with
experience and training.

One group at risk of joining the Suddenly Club is young drivers, those between 17 and 25.
statistics for this group are not good and they are particularly at risk during their first year of df
after passing the driving test. They are vulnerable but also hard to reach. The main cause p
vulnerability is their inexperience. In the UK, one in eight licence holders is aged 25 or under, \
in three drivers killed on our roads is under 25.

~

¢CKA& 3INRdAzZLIQA ONI 4K NRA] Aa&a KAIKSNI gKSYy (KS
carry multiple passengers. Other factors are drink driving and mobile phone use. Do you kn
My &SIENI2fR GKIFG AayQd 3t dzSR G2 0GKSANI Y20Af

=

Insurance research shows that young drivers are much more likely to have crashes than older
twice as likely as someone in their thirties, three times as likely as someone in their forties g
times as likely as someone over fifty. Indusegearch of two million motorists found 13% of tho
aged 17 and 18 have a crash. This compares with 4.5% in their forties and 2% over fifty.
showed that the cost of accidents involving young drivers is over twice that for accidents overa
is five times more likely to involve injury to someone. The implication is higher speeds.

U=

=

It is a sad fact that there is no requirement for newly qualified drivers to undertake any d
training. Having had some instruction up to the point where thagsthe driving test, they are the

=]
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abandoned to gain experience as best they can. Left to their own devices, they inevitable end up

vast majority of people driving on our roads, with no driver training. No training also means a li
understanding of the theory of driving. As a w&hown philosopher said experience teaches nothin
without theory. Someone may claim to have twenty years of driving experience, but they may only
two years which they have repeated ten times.

unit (DTU) and produced a presentation for delivery to sixth formers. We are now in contact with s
schools in Northamptonshire. Last week Andy Hunt (hdatieDTU) and | went to Magdalene Colle
School in Brackley to address the sixth form. | had a vision of us talking to 20 to 30 students, and
off with a conversation about how many had passed the driving test, how many were currently leg
why did they want to drive and so on. Imagine our surprise when we were ushered into the ¢
occupied by 130 polite young people. When | asked how many had taken the driving test one han
up ¢ oh dear! When | asked how many were learning toalBvhands went ugg oh dear again! Despite
our understanding that we were to address the upper sixth, we were in fact talking to the lower six
the vast majority were too young to start driving. Despite this the presentation went very well an
audience was very attentive and had some intelligent questions.

The thrust of our message was that we were not there to preach at them (despite being in the ch
but to point out how vulnerable inexperienced drivers are, what the consequences miglanbdejow
structured driver training could help. Hopefully many of them will be associates in the not too d
future.

To add weight to this initiative we are also talking to some big companies with a presen
Northamptonshire and an interest in rdasafety. The proposal is to offer sponsored places for ya

add some conditions. Candidates must pass the advanced test within 18 months ofphssdriving
test and must be under 25 years of age when they start their IAM training. They should also have
record during this time. This is in the early stages and | will keep you updated on any progress.

John Norrie, Group Chairman

Congratulations to he following associates have passed their Advanced Motoring test since the

newsletter.

Mark Blundred Mark Franklin
Ewan Cameron Neil Hawley
Steven Cloreley Agnes Lee
Jackie Cureton  Tim Sampson
David Fleming

ﬁ E_/

In an attemp to get our message over to young drivers we have teamed up with the police driver trai

drivers to take up the Skill for Life package and have the cost reimbursed on passing the test. We
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Importa nt Diary Dates

Associate Classroom Sessi@ooking essential)
Saturday % December 08:30 am, Force Driving School

The next Associate Classroom session has been arranged frec@mber. If you have not yet attende
please contact Dee to book yoplace (lee.german@ntlworld.comr 07588 796348)

These classroom sessions form an important part of the Associate trainingapmog The sessior]
comprises approximately 2 hours in the classroom discusbiegystem of car control, cornering an
many other useful topics, followed by a demonstration drive by Steve Smith and John Norri
Associates are encouraged to attend a classroom session early on in their training, so please con
to book a phceat a forthcoming session

|®N

(@]

D

[

[}

Riverside Retail Park, Northampton Publicity day
December (date to be confirmed)

We are planning to hold a publicity day at the Riverside Retail Park (off A45), Northampton
December (date to be confirmed).

For those of you thalR 2 yk@biv Riversidét is a very busy retail park with numerous good shepsd
there is a nice warm Costa Coffee on site! This all day event is an opportunity to meet the pub
recruit new Associates into the Group and your sup@orhanning the publicity stand is vital.

[®X

Grovenor Centre, Northampton Publicity day
January/February (date to be confirmed)

Early in the new year, we are planning a publicity event inside in the warm and dry Grovenor
(Northampton Town CentreX.his all day event is an opportunity to recruit new Associates into the G
and your support in manning the publicity stand is vital.

If you are interested in helping, please contact publicity officer, Dee German.

Insight & Track Day, Millbrook Proving Ground or Rockingham Speedway
Spring 2012

Another chance to book a place for an excitingck day. The venue is likely to be eithdillbrook
Proving Ground, near Bedfordr the Rockingham Speedway, Nr Corbyrhe cost of the event i
approximately £00 per person, and for your money you will getfantastic day includingigh-speed
runs, vehicle dynamics training and handling exercises and hopefully some skid pan training.

Contact the John Hodges (01327 872953) to register your interest.

)

I'(

172}
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Motorway Day, Northampton
Spring 2012

Following the exceptionally good day off ®ctober (see report elsewherehe Groupin conjunction
with Northamptonshire Police Driver training are planning another motorway driving day in the S
next yearfor members othe public. The day widlgaininclude giving demonstrations and undertakif
assessments on the motorway (Northampton M1) from 10:00 hours onwards. To enable this eV
be successful, we need as many observers as possible to help.

If you are intersted in helping on this day, please contact let John Norrie who will provide fu
details.

Annual Dinner With A Difference!
Whilton Mill Karting Centre, Whilton locks,1®ay 2012

Bored of the staid, tiregventsthat pass as an Annual Dinne/though the venue and aagal dinner
were very good in pngous years we felt it was time to do something different. Shall we try a diffe
venue? No. Shall we go for a buffet? No. What then?

Blindfold 4wheel Drivingfollowed by a meal at Whilton M Karting venue. Yes, it really does ¢
OfAYRT2fR RNAYAYIH LU &az2dzyRa SEOSftftSyu ¥Fdzy
the meal. Total cost will be approximately £25 per head.

Booking will be essential for this everRlease contact Dee German to book your place.

Check and Assessment Drives

These normally take place on tHgst Sundayof each month atMidsummer Meadow Car Park
Bedford Road, Northampton (Near Avon Cosmetics and Becketts Park). Note: alternatieeirvg
exceptional circumstances is the Borough Council offices front car park, Cliftonville. The sessi
09:30and11:00hours.

4" December 2011 8™ January 2012 5" February 2012 4™ March 2012
15 April 2012 6" May 2012 3 June 2012 15t July 2012
5" August 2012 2" September 2012 7" October 2012 4™ November 2012

Appointments for check and assessment drives can be arranged through the Associates Offi
Phillips @antphillips@yahoo.co.u&r 07967 651820).

Observer Meeting; Monday 12" March 2012(19:30)

The next Observer meeting will be held @tiving School, Wootton Hall Parlon the date above
These meetings are aimed at keeping observers abreast of changes to the test, techniques etc a
forum to discuss all thing®lated to motoring/observing.
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5 Minute Interview
—

N

Alan has been an active member of th
Group for many years, and has now
iInvolved one of his daughters, Sharon

As well as Observing for the Group, he
SY3aNI @Sa

01KS DNRdz

Alan J oynes
Group Observer

When did you pass your IAM Test and what made y:
take it?

) 1920! No actually is was in 1993. | had be
thinking about it for a long time, then one dg
the room my club (the 3Zlub which raised
money for asthmatic children) vgadouble
booked with the Northants 1AM Group.
cheekily sold them some raffle tickets, and ¢
persuaded to come down for a checkdrive
exchange.

What is your occupation?

) | am a locksmith. | own the locksmiths ¢
Birchfield Road where we sell all s®odf locks,
and undertake engraving.

What do you currently drive?

) ANissan NV 200 van for doing the emerger
locksmith calls, and a Renault Scenic. Bece
of being oncall, | tend to do a lot of running
about in the van.

What would be your dream car?

) L R2y Qi (y263 LINRBOI G
ol O1 lo0o2dzi OSKAOf Sasx
favourite.

When not observing, how do you relax?

) | enjoy socialising, going out and about, to t
pub, clubs, somewhere with music. | enj
cooking, mainly Edigh and Chinese. | di
have a bit of a disaster once, | made an ap

pie and put it in the microwave. | went for
quick wash and shave, when | came ba
downstairs there was lots of black smoke, w
the pie being a pile of black cinders.

| keep birds,such as Orange Winged Amaz
parrots, African Grey parrots, Hahns Macay
Jenday Conures and cockatiels. | have abou
at the moment, which | breed and sell on.

| also do wood turning making such things
pens that | then sell in my shop,

Where do youdike to holiday?

) L R2y QG 32 2y K2t AR
that if you take the decision of having pets y
should take the responsibility of looking afte
them

If you won the lottery what would you spend it ¢h

) | like the plot where | live buivould probably
build a new bungalow. | would see my
daughters right, and maybe take a dece
cruise, somewhere warm (as | would be able
pay someone to look after the birds!). | wou
also like to get my pilots licenagl have been
up 3 times alredy.

What one tip would you pass on to an associate?

) Listen very carefully to what your observer te
you to do.

Northampton Advanced Motorists T Issue 93 Winter 2011
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Associates Classroom Session
Hints and Tips

The Associate Classroom session held dhSaptember was a full house with five Associates @mel new
Full member braving 08:30 on a Saturday morning (not only was there no breakfast provided but d
main water burst right outside FHQ there was no tea/coffee either!)

As well as covering the System of Car Control, Steve Smith and Johnaareovide an opportunity fo
the Associates to discuss techniques of advanced driving they may be troubled about, such as t
point. During the classroom session there are a number of useful hints and tips thrown in, just sd
which | have ted to replicate here:

Mirror Checks

e Must do a mirror check before taking any actions, e.g. changing position, slowing down, changing
etc

e« Maximum of 7 seconds between checks

e More frequent if vehicles around or conditions likely to change

Horn andHeadights

e Both are to warn other road users of your presence
e bSOSNI dzaS Ay NBGITAFGAZ2Y F2N) 42YSo02Reé St asQ

Signals
e [ 221 FT2NJ I NBlFaz2y G2 aArayrftz AF GKSNB Aa y?2
e 1 26SOSNE GLF AY R2dz0G> OGKNRBg 2yS 2dzié¢

Roadsigns
e Chevrons on a bed do ntgll you how severe the bend is, but do generally indicate there have k
previous accidents at the bend
e Non-Primary route direction signs (white background black border) are generally accurate o
position of the roads at roundabouts etc
e Primary roue directions (green background) show the relative position of road junctions, roundal
FYR FNB y2G aflez2dziée | OOdzNT &S
e Hazard lines on country roads may be visible before road sign become readable, so can be use(
information early

Zone of Relatie Safety
e At 30 mph, should have 3 ft between you and stationery obstruction at side
e For every foot less width, lose 10 mph, e.g if width available is 2 ft, reduce speed to 20 mph

Micro Climate

o Be aware of the difference in road conditions that could besea by a micralimate

o [For example, motorway bridges are always very exposed with cold air both on top and undernea
gAftf NBadzZ G Ay GKS NRIFIR (SYLISNI GdzZNE o6SAy3a a

Braking
e Should take a mimum of 4 seconds, to find/firm/feather the brake action
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MAINLY MOIST MALLORCAN MEMORIES

by John Hodges

Angela and | finally make it @Gap Formentoafter a hairy 20 km dr& of hairpin bends, a long tunnej
YR 2FGSyidAayYySa oFNBte F OAIFINBGGIS LI LISNDa Off
cliff drops down on her side. We park. Now on foot we struggle up the last few steps to the lighth
The guidebookaysd hy | Of S NJ Neehoice & Walz wOblegseds S8t Ol v Qil
LOQ@S y20SR KSNB | FSg¢ (KPughbhKPoldnsabiNdBeyNorth EapiFpod
Mallorcad 2StfT oKeé OlyQl ¢S aSS GKS AaflyR 27

~

Q< A

¥

"Es Colomeret" on the way to Cap Formentor (bit misty) " Photo: ohn Hodge

Our holiday does not start wetp L-lio@ &@elay in @keoff on our flight from Luton because of th
heavy and unseasonable thunderstorms in Mallorca. Tired, we eventually arrive Blotfaacomplex in
Puerto Pollensa to find our sUSNJ | LI NI YSyYy &G hY odzi OKAffe& |
because of their recent atrocious weather. This is not good because our party includes our 2 y
AN} YRRIFEdzZZAKGSNI 9RSY FyR KSNJ YdzY aSft I yitkhatdhroughdsit
this time the mostunstressedmember of the group was the 2 year old who took everything in
amiable stride. There must be lesson there? The very next day we hiredfédleadistand up heater
from the local hire shop whichworkeslSf f G2 &6 N¥>X RNE FyR AN a§f
0KS GAYS 6S 6SNBE GKSNB® ¢KS t20Fta | NB Nz
Wdzy S¢ & CKFG FaARSYT 2dzNJ F LI NIOYSyYy(d &I on thg SegrSni
and the famous pine lined walk, our groufidor poolside apartment was the best one in tlsall child
friendly complex. Fellow visitors seemed to be mainly North Country, Scottish, Irish with a few Ger
and Dutch. Mallorcan wine hged the situation, we found. A quite reasonable bottle of local wine cat
be bought for less that E2 as well as 5L drums of water for E1.25. We never drink-that¢ambroad.
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The weather warmed, cleared and brightened. Next (
we all venturedout by local red/yellow bus to the olg
town of Pollensa about 20 minutes inland from Puert
Pollensa. Very much worth a visit. From near the mat
square take the 365 steps up to thealvario Church
Actually 413 steps from where we actually left tf
pushchair and walked up in the improving sunshi
9RSY ¢ f 1SR dzlJ GKS aidSLia
orange and lemon trees along the way, but got mog
carried back down. She is a star that one. The long
isworth the effort. The views arstunning. We enjoyec
our lunch when we got back to our starting point!!

We eventually arrived back by bus to Puerto Pollensa
the heavens once again opened and a Vviolg
thunderstorm shook the ground as everyone dived
cover into shops and cafes.left the family enjoying yet
more refreshments and | braved it back to the complex
the rain eased. As | got in we had several power cut
the pool fountains came to temporary rest and we all g
: » L dzy 3SR AyG2 3Af22Y0 ¢cH i
Half way up the Calvario steps June, | think as | sip a can ®n Miguelaiting for the
photo John Hodges others to return.

{2 tSGQa Grt1 I 0o2dzi OF Nnhdddik, nawshiape tiesel Sokd FiestaS20,8
km on the clock with aicon etc., and a good baby seat tf@xcost). Granddad did the driving. Dies
seems about 25pessa litre there than at home. Remember Grampsy; they drive ormriditg hand side
here!! Oh yes, | must remember that, being an IAM member and all that. Generally the roads a
well maintained and sigiposted ¢ but nothing prepares you for the sudden steep narrow hairpin ber
you encounter (1st gear) as you go further north or nestst towardsLlucand Solleror Formentoron
the wrong side of the road especially with large lorriesnd busses coming towards you and cyclists §
pedestrians on your side of the roadyclists) y R | OF NJ G KF G &l &a a/ Kl
(both quitemad). | certainly broke in to a sweat on more than one occasiewen with the airconfully
utilised.

Generally, | thought the driving standard was pretty good and once you get your mind adjusted
round roundabouts the wrong way, watching out for motorcyclists cutting you up from the segre(
inside lane, then everything is findlaximum speed limit is now 110 kph (70 mph) on dual carriagew
but bends on winding roads may well have a greatly reduced speed limit compared to the norma
dbn (LK &2d2QR SELISOG® ¢KS 2yfe 2iKS NwibrdgYusind.in
old town Pollensa with its narrow medieval streets with parked cars looking for that illusive petrol s
GKFG L 1yS¢ ¢6la | NRPdzyR GKSNBE a2YSSHKSNBH | VR
many filling stations orhat part of the islandcd 2 A F @2dz R2 R iod I@hSbefdrd&y®N
think about filling up. We visited the famous huge marketraia with its balloonbending clown. The
beaches ofCala SanVincenteon another dayand made it as far aSala Ritjada in the east during our
stay. No beach but impressive views, a nice marina and German spoken fluently.
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+AAA02NBR R2y Qi ySSR (2 32 FIF N FNRY t dzS NAicdiat
with its bullring is nearby and very muavorth seeing. And do take the Y2 hour ferry crossing fi
Puerto Pollensa across the bay to seclutedmentorbeach. Much easier than trying to go by ro
there, especially on a day as Angela and | did a few days before, when the mist prevented U
seeinganythingl h ¥4 Sy Ay GKS 0-en@ined fguent fake &fBafd land ah dhi yate
and fly around. (Howoolis that? | want one). When we got back later that same afternoon
heavens opened again and it pouredtranding us alike the previous time! Bother!!

If you enjoy eating, especialbga foodg eat at theCan Pescadoon the pine lined sedfront. Authentic
local produce painstakingly prepared. Try tHe#ella de Mariscmr Sea BassRather pricey true, but
very childF NASyRf & FyR | yYAOS [dY2aLKSNB® L Q RTrioN
restaurant. More of a general menu but well priced and again very child friendly. 8/10.

In all | found Puerto Pollensa clean with narrow safe beaches anch wiallow water with small fist
swimming around your feet. The locals seemed genuinely happy to see us and we enjoyed the
unhurried atmosphere. Finally the bad weather relented. We had bright sunshine and temps up
28 C. Our pool was now very inviting asset! However, some evenings had loud entertainn
outside. Fortunately Eden is virtually bomloof and slept peacefully through most things includi
nighttime thunder. Incidentally on one sunny morning eating our breakfast on ewade, |1 asked
Eden where we were. After only a moments hesitation she confidently replied 2 NYotRrlarsy @
@SIFNJ 2f RA KI @S 06SSy FoftS G2 Syez2é GKS GNRLA

Fnally t was time to say gatbye toPuerto Pollensdor this trip. We returned the stand up heater t
the hire company and took a pteooked taxi back td®’almaairport. Monarch flight back to Luton
YSNE np YAydziSa RSt I &S Rhatibitheistoning ¥a8 theyd) Rlighe OKObut
az2zylINOK y2¢ YIyF3aS (G2 f2asS 2¢ &t RFO lacstt @ al (O
say. Actually turned up iNorwicha few days later!

h@dSNI tf LQR NI GS 2dzNJ gK2t S al ff 2 NOIbyt diSpadkIGoNd
galoshes
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Il I = N N = . .
Motorway Day (2™ October)

The second running of a Motorway Driving day 8hQctoberexceeded all our expectations. Not o]
was it a really hot day, and | me&ot ¢ it was 24 plus, but also there were lots of people milling arou
and it was buzzing!

In the run up to the Motorway Day, our Chairman John Norrie did an interview on the previous
with Radio Northampton, and the Chronicle and Echo als&epi up on the event and gave us sor
column inches (it made onto page 7!).

There was a very good turnout from our own Group observers and the neighbouring Corby Ad
Motorists Group also came along. Again, Northamptonshire Police did us gmamwitling three marked
cars and three driverg PS Andy Hunt, PC Andy Banes and our own Steve Smith. They were ke
busy during the day undertaking 2&4 hour demonstration drives up and down the M1 with up to tht
passengers. In total 37 peoplaiged the benefit from these demonstrations.

In addition to this, our Group Observers then took out anyone who then wanted an assessment @
own motorway driving a brave thing to do seeing as they had just had a demo from the creme

creme! Tere was tremendous feedback from the members of the public all saying how informativ
good the event was, and that they had learnt many useful tips.

Dee German very kindly provided a superb lunch appreciated by us all, and Maggie Lloyd provided
with hot and cold drinks during the day.

-

AL
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Motorway Facts
Howard Bradshaw wathe first person to
be injured on a motorway, he fell from
bridge onto the Preston Bypass (M6) fo
hours dter it was opened(IAM Motorway
Driving Manual)

The first motorway service station to b
2LISYSR 46l a b2NIKIFY
Gap(UK Motorway Archive)

. ”3‘ o
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The Display unit was a hive of activity

More Motorway Facts
' Hom YAfS&as GKS ac Aa {KAB35My&hich i§ jginedts thel ASHIA
Mancunian Way, ibelieved to bethe shortest at about 300 metres lon@K Motorway Archive).

Two people died on a Canadian motorway wleehlack bear smashed through their vehialendscreen
having been thrown across the carriageway after being hit by another vefidddy Mail).

A44-tonne tanker was on the A1(M) near Wetherby in Yorkshire in January this year, when a Rena
joinedthe motorway from a slip road. The two vehicles came into contact and the Clio, having pivo
degrees, became attached to tlient of the lorry, which then pushed it sideways up the motorway. T
lorry driver, who had neither heard nor felt any impdiom the collision, continued driving until anothe
motorist flashed his hazard light§Law Gazette)

In 1985, during a holiday weekend, roadrks and accidents on ¢hM1 produced a 40 mile traffic jar
from junction 13 at Milton Keynes to J18 at RugbA™M Motorway Driving Manual)

An Irish punter decided a walk would help him sober up after a good day at Cheltenham races, ¢
wide road with the pleasant grass verge looked ideal. The celebrant was picked up by polic
staggering two mileg along the hard shoulder of the M5. He was taken to his hotel and put to
(IAM Motorway Driving manual).
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NORTHAMPTONADVANCEDMOTORISTS
BANK STANDINGORDERMANDATE

To: 888888888888888888BBBBBBBE88888888 8838 8Bak8 88

Please set up the following standing order and debit my/our account accordingly.

Account details
Bank Name 888888888888888888888888888888888888888888
Bank Address 888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

Account Name 888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

Account Number | | | | | | | | | | |

Sort Code - -

Payee details

Name of organisation you are paying: Northampton Advanced Motorists

Payment Reference (importaj SUBSysssssssssssssssssssssss8s888888888
Please add yousurname& Forenameafter the dash

Sort Code 20-61-51

Account number 40508004

About the payment
Frequency of Payments Annually

Date and amount of first payment and ongoing payments Date 8 8 88 8 8 8 8 Amount £8 8 8 8 8

Make annual payments until I/we cancel it.

Confirmation

Customer(s) Signatures

Date 888888888888888888888888888888888888888
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Councils give winter roads the cold shoulder

In spite of thelast two winters of severe cold, snow and ice, many councils are planning t
back on winter road services, including salting, exposing motorists to dangerous d
conditions. Last year there was a 37 per cent increase in the number of cars ouggtursnow
and ice

Budget estimates from the Department for Communities and Local Government show a 3
cent decrease in estimated spending for salting roads, snowploughing, and stz
arrangements across England. This represents a significantheut inflation is considered.

Sixtyseven councils appear to be reducing the amount they are spending on winter
services, with 33 budgeting more than ten per cent less than last year. Most worrying
councils appear to have budgeted over 30 peantdess than they did last year.

OH VI WoJ} SMaN

L!a OKAST SESOdziA@S {AY2y . S&0 & hok Y in durmal
areas where cars are the only way to get around but also on the main routes that kee
economy moving. Ambulances, supermari@d deliveries, meals on wheels, utilities, even t
armed forces, all rely on having a usable road network. Last year, parts of Scotland nes
out of food and fuel. The 2Hour, justin-i A YS f 23A30GA0a aeaidsSy
the wedher.

G/ 2dzy OAfa Ydzad VYI1S O2ydaAy3aSyoe LiIlya
through, no matter what the weather. This has to include dealing with large numbers of d
0N YRSR F2NJ K2dzZNE gAGK y2 | 00Saa G2 KSI

It is even moe important that drivers and riders take care in severe weather conditions, g
reduced winter road services.

Ice Driving
Road safety charity the IAM is offering week" - i
Y2GU2NAY3 GALIA FNBY . NR 0 ]
Peter Rodger. This week, he isveihg on driving on .r,:!t i o
ice. Rt e T Sam i
4 .r:'-'l . ﬁ < ":':’.1
- A A A A s N A ,
L!a OKAST SEI-Y)\)/SNJtSUS.{.;.'ﬁ'_l'('“z' : .
time to start thinking about how to deal with wintry "% } "’ ;If, Wi
S rr

weather, so that when it comes along you are reac., *
T2NJ Al D¢

Rodger offers six tips to drive confidently in icy conditions:

1) Ensure you have dieer and a scraper. Before setting off, make sure you clean any i
condensation from all the windows so that your visibility is clear.

2) When you set off, do so in second gear, releasing the clutch and accelerating gently.

3) As you drive, stay in higher gears to minimise the possibility of wheel spin.
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4) Stopping distances are increased by up to 10 times in icy conditions, so leave mucl
distancethan usual between your car and the car in front.

5) If your car loses grip, take your foot off the accelerator, and point the front wheels where
want to go.

6) Bear in mind, after the frost has gone, ice can remain in areas which are shaded bartde
buildings, including bridges.

w2R3ISNJ 4FARY a2S |ff ySSR G2 NBaLISOG GKIQ
it. Being mentally prepared as well as having the right equipment is vital, so think about las
any problemsitcal8R @2dzx FyR ¢gKIFG @2dz ySSR G2 R2 i

Driving in snow i the method

La @2dzNJ 22dzNySe SaaSydaAltkK LT a4 Fff LlRaa
warnings about closed roads.

Double or evenriple your normal stopping distance from the vehicle in front. Drive so that
R2y Qi NBfe& 2y @& 2 dzNEod dllicy Sidaceltrey simBly rhag ioSdo iha fordy
but keep moving as much as possible, even if it is only at walking pace.

On a downhill slope get your speed low before you start the descent, and do not let it build
IS much easier to keep it low than to try and slow down once things get slippery.

Start gently, avoiding high revs, and use second gear to avoid wheedlspou get yourself into
skid the main thing to remember is to take your foot off the pedals and steer. Only use the b
you cannot steer out of trouble.

Plan your journey around busier roads as they are more likely to have been gritted. Asigg
short cuts on minor roads they are less likely to be cleared or treated with salt, especially cou
lanes.

lfglea Of SIFINJ @82dz2NJ gAyR2gazr fAIKGA YR YA
back onto your windscreen, so clear that aihd clear the roof to avoid snow being blown or|
traffic following you before moving off.

Make sure you have an emergency kit so you are prepared in the event of a breakdow
should include a charged up mobile phone, torch, food for energy, wateraablanket. For snoy
you also need a shovel with you. On longer journeys always let someone know you have set
tell them your planned route.

You can also improve car performance in snow by fitting winter tyres. Winter tyres have a dif
tread pattern to give better grip on snow and ice and have a snowflake on a mountain as a ¢
on the sidewall. The symbol indicates that they use winter grade rubber which stays flexib
maintains grip to well below freezing. The rubber used on standsrds hardens as the
temperature drops.
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Driving Hints from IAM HQ
Winter Tyre Advice

Gripping Facts.

In countries where severe winter weather conditions are more or less guaranteed, it is quite norn
drivers to switch to winter tyres for the duration of the cold season even though it is only a
requirement in Austria, Finland and Sweden. The practice has not been taken up in the UK becaus
winters are quite unusual herein spite of our experiece over the last two years. However, the benef
of winter tyres are not restricted to snow and ice covered rogdew temperature alone seriously
impairs the performance of standard tyres. Manufacturers are also fitting wider wheels and tyres td
which are less suited to slippery winter conditions, so it may now be time for UK motorists to co
the benefits and drawbacks of seasonal tyres, or whether they should invest in snow chains ol
other form of traction aid for when our weather tusnarctic. The options are Winter Tyres, All Sea
Tyres, Snow Chains and Snow Socks. Studded tyres are not considered here as they are n
generally available in the UK. Potential damage to roads and development sftumaied winter tyres
has rendered them obsolete.

Winter Tyres.

The most obvious difference is the tread pattern; winter tyres have wider grooves and narrow slits
edges of the tread area, which combine to give better grip on snow and ice.

However, a much more important ftkrence is not so easily
seen. The rubber compound used for the tread section
standard tyres gets stiffer as the temperature drops; stiffe
rubber results in less grip and belowQelsius, the grip starts to
reduce as the temperature gets lower, alilgh most drivers
g2y Qi NEBIFftfe y20A0S YdzOK R
dropped to near freezing point. Winter tyres have a differer
compound which stays soft, bendy and grippy to well belo
zero. Tyres made with this compound will carry either
snonflake or a mountain as a symbol on the sidewall. Wint
tyres undoubtedly have far better grip in snow and ice and allc
drivers to get around quite easily in conditions that make drivir
on standard tyres impossible, while maximum braking atr
corneringperformance is also retained on dry roads at sa@no
temperatures.

gpi——
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However, there are drawbacks. For a start, most European drivers who do make the switch to
rubber have two sets of wheels and tyres so that they can change over quite easilgothihg more
0KFYy (KS @ 8Shardg©Kit.SThat meams &rSirfitial outlay for a new set of wheels as well as
Even getting steel wheels for the winter, instead of the alloys the car comes with, will still set the ¢
back abot1 £500 or moreby the time the yres are fitted, and that outlay will apply every time the cat
changed for a different model. Changing over to winter tyres permanently to save the outlay fo
gKSSfta Aad LlaaAirofSsy odzi GKS (& NSAN @& WA KiILA
noisier, wear out more quickly and the car will use more fuel, so two sets of wheels is really th
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option. Somewhere to store the extra set of wheels is another consideration, although some tyre ¢
do offer a complee winter tyre service where they swap the tyres over and store the set not in use.

So, should we all invest in a set of winter wheels and tyres? The UK government shows no sign o
it compulsory, and there are good reasons for this. Firstly,eex#s of cold, snow and ice are tf
exception here. Even though the grip of standard tyres starts to reduce bél@elgius, the reductior]
does not become significant until the roads are around freezing point, which only happens regulat
few hilly a remote areas of the UK. Many motorists also take heed of public warnings and avoid ¢
in poor conditions, so all things considered, compelling every driver to buy and store a spare
wheels and tyres would be imposing an unnecessary expentgeorast majority.

Nevertheless, a set of winter tyres is a sensible option for some UK motorists, for example peop,
live at high altitude or in remote areas. For the rest of us, whether the cost is justified very
depends on personal circumstees such as annual mileage, the risk of extreme weather conditions
whether you have the option to avoid driving in them.

Does the Different Tyre Specification Matter?

If you do go for winter tyres, the speed rating will be lowghis is denoted byi KS £ S{ G S NJ

on the sidewall. This is perfectly acceptable, as the maximum speed is still well above nationa
limits everywhere apart from some German motorways and in wintry conditions speeds should b
lower anyway. The lower spd rating will not cause a car to fail the MOT test and should not affect

insurance. Nevertheless, there have been stories of insurers raising premiums when winter tyr
fitted. The Association of

NAGAAK LyadzNBNE K| dimobeigstirardida Rl cinfirmed Ihat dheykn®uld Y
class fitting winter tyres as a material modification and it would not impact on the premium. The
condition would be that they would expect such tyres to be fitted by reputable garage/deale
I O0O2NRIyOS gA0GK GKS Y2U2N) YI ydzFlF OGdzZNBENH & & LJS

The ABI also recommends that you inform your insurer if winter tyres are fitted, just to be on thg
side.

All Season Tyres

A compromise solution available to drivers who want some extra®@NJ 0 KS g A y (i S NI
expense or inconvenience of two sets of wheels is to fit a set of All Season tyres.

These have the more flexible rubber compound of wint
tyres, but with a tread pattern that is more suited to

range of weather contlons rather than being specifically
tailored to snow and ice. As a result, they can be used
year round as the name implies, but like any compromi:
they are not perfect; they will not be as good as stande
tyres in summer or as grippy as winterdgrin snow and §
ice. Because they use the low temperature rubb

compound, they should have the snowflake or mounta
symbol, but may also have a sun symbol or be marl \
Gabf{EKA & R2Sa y20 AyYLIX & {f
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favourite underwear store, bld G F YR& F2NJ dadzR [ yR {y26¢ G2 &K
these conditions. (The alternative, S+M, has even more dubious connotations). Unfortunately th
no international standard defining what an All Season tyre is, so beware®ftyr 8 2t R | & d
do not carry the snowflake or mountain symhpthey will be made from standard rubber and will los
grip below 70 Celsius just as standard tyres do, whatever tread pattern they have. Just as with
tyres, if you fit AllSeason tyres, you should inform your insurance company, although it should not &

your premium in any way.
Tyre Condition

Whatever tyres are fitted, regular checks of tread depth and pressure are even more important in v
Performance in snowgceé or subzero conditions will be significantly reduced if the tread depth f
below 3mm. Pressure should be checked with the tyres ¢tlcit means they should have been drive
no more than a mile. Set the pressure to the value specified by thelgemianufacturer or the tyre
maker if different pressures are specified for winter tyres. Do not reduce pressure to increase grip.
with low pressure do not have any more grip, but are prone to overheating and blowouts, and chari
wheel in freemg conditions is both unpleasant and dangerous.

Snow Chains and Socks

A useful alternative to changing tyres is to carry snow chains or snow socks to fit when the sno
deep. Most people are familiar with the idea of chains, but snow socks arnelyarfcent innovation;
made of a strong fabric which grips snow, they are a stretch fit over the tyre. Either of these can b
with standard tyres and they fit quite easily into a corner of the boot, or corner of the garden sh
summer, so there @ no major storage issues.

Snow chains are more effective, but have seve
drawbacks. First, check that your vehicle can be fitl
with them! Chains increase the width of the tyre ar
may foul the suspension, the brake, or the wheel arch
atun. ¢ KS 246y SNRa& KIFyRo22]

tell you if chains can be fitted. Chains can also be qui
chore to fit and anyone buying them should practic
fitting them before the bad weather sets in, or at lea
try fitting them at home as soon @K S & QNB LJd
dzy RSNARUGI YR gKI 1Qa Ayg@2ft @
in a blizzard. A clear road surface will be damaged
ay2¢ OKIFIAyasz &2 &2dz Ydz
blanket of snow and you must stop as soon as the sr
has gone andemove them. It is an offence to us
chains or studs when they will damage the road surfa
which is why studded tyres are no longer genera
availableg removing the chains when the snow clears
a lot simpler than changing all the wheels. You can
away with fitting chains to the driving wheels only, bu.
this should be an emergency measure; if you know that
you will be driving for some distance, or regularly on
snow, fit chains to all wheels.

\.
o
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Expect to pay around £50 for a set of economy chainsatry in the boot for emergencies, up to a couy
of hundred pounds for a heavy duty set suitable for regular use.

Snow socks, on the other hand, are slight":
cheaper to buy typically about £40 upwards
they are much easier to fit and will give
sufficient grip for most snowy conditions in the
UK. They do not damage roads, although th
will wear out very quickly if driven for an
distance on tarmac, so should be removed
soon as it is safe to do so.

If you venture abroad with your car for skiin
holidays, you will be familiar with signs tellin
you that chains must be used and there is
legal requirement that you carry them, even
0KSNBEQa y2 ayz2¢e Ly
chains and although many local may use soc
you should still carry lains to avoid the
possibility of a fine.

u»

Both chains and socks should be washed as soon as is practical after use to get rid of dirt and salt
otherwise corrode or degrade them, and they are both a nightmare to fit for the first time in aroljza
do study the instructions and practice fitting them in the dry.

= ="
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Associates Spotlight

When you join the Northampton Advanced Motorist Group as an Associate Member (i.e. a drive
wishes to prepare for and take their test),yraraining will normally follow the format below.

-

)

1. You will have an initial assessment drive, normally at the monthly Sunday checkdrives (1st
in the month, Midsummer Meadows car park, Northampton, 0912000). An assessment can b
arranged outsié@ of the Sunday if necessary.

2. Once you have joined the Group, your observer will invite you to a classroom session incly
demonstration drive. Both of these are normally conducted by Steve Smith, a memb
b2NIKI YL 2y aKANS twhdidads euaChisf Dbs@riey, The{cl@sr@os tex
is designed to cover the fundamentals of advanced driving and the demonstration drive wi
you an opportunity to see advanced driving in practice. The sessions are held at Police
Northamptan (Wootton Hall), and will last approximately 3% hours. This is completely free
has proved to be of great benefit to new Associates as they develop their new skills.

tn M ~

3. The classroom/demonstration session can be completed at anytime within your trdoninigy is
suggested that, where practicable, it is done sooner rather than later to receive maximum b
to fit in with training module ofg Explain, Demonstrate, Imitate, Practice.

D

4. You will continue your preparation for the Advanced test, either atieg the Sunday morning
sessions or using theZ1 scheme, whichever is preferable.

5. Once you are ready for your test, you will be taken on a mock test by one of the senior obse
after which you can apply for the Test.

-

(Note: the above is also opea éxisting IAM Group members who would like to refresh their s
and/or see how training is now carried for new Associates)

Sunday Morning Chee#lrive and Assessment Sessions

These normally take place on tfiest Sundayof each month aMidsummer Meadw Car ParkBedford
Road, Northampton (Near Avon Cosmetics and Becketts Park). Note: alternative venue in exce
circumstances is the Borough Council offices, Cliftonville. On checking in you will be allocat
observer who will then take you own your observed drive. You will receive a series of these sess
usually one each month, until your driving has reached the required standard in order for you to pa
IAM driving test

tn

The sessions ar89:30 and 11:00 hours on these following des: (2011) 4™ December (2012)8"
January, 8 February, 8 March, = April, 6" May and 3? June Appointments for check and assessme
drives can be arranged through the Associates Officer, lan PhidippHillips@yahoo.co.ukr 07967
651820).

—_

1-2-1 Scheme

The Group also offers a o#te-one scheme, where an associate member is paired with an obsen
Checkdrives can then take place at mutually convenient times, for example on a Friday eveni
Saturday morning. This scheme provides coesist as your observer will take you for all yagt
checkdrives until you reach test standard. It also offers the opportunity to consolidate your training
a shorter timespan. For further information please contact Peter Davey on 01604 75340
nn5pete@virginmedia.com.
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Caption Competition

alye GKFIyla 2 {(SOS { YAOGK ¥F2N idzLlLWdatRysAden K A
Railway Museum. Please send any witty comments to the newsletttaredhere the best will be
published in the Spring Newsletter.

okt PN e,
R <ol T
v

b AN

Disappointingly there were no entries to the caption competition in the Autumn Newsletter, but we 4
sure that the image above will provoke some amusing comments

NEEY NS A QLN L L

NO, YOU ARE NOT THE DESIGNATED DRIVER!

“The brakes have gone, body’s shot to bits and it leaks. Are you still
giving L2000 trade in on your old model?”

Happy Christmas from your Committee
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IAM GROUP CONFERENCE

On 8" October, John Hodges and | represented the Group at the National IAM Car Group Confe
This year there was a change of format, witle day being divided up with three different syndicatg
There were speeches by the IAM HQ Chairman (Alistair Cheyne) and the IAM Chief Executive (Sin
covering the financial and business issues of the IAM. Key issues were that the IAM lkliasgastrgplus
for the first time in 6 years, and that the IAM is still keen for the IAM brand to become more moder
friendlier.

The delegates were divided into three Groups which then rot _ - A - ~
around the three sydicates. L I 4 SYRSR { K¢ POUd OA&Ddd |;

22N] aK2LIQ FANBGE gKAOK gl a .
and at times highly amusing. It also provided an opportuni then learn or die

learn from other Groups. Run by Positive Change (a p E X C) C) dp C) U x d (
company), it was a role play workshop designed to hetuug Alistair Cheyne
know how to gain more members by approaching people in a

that gets them interested, rather than scaring them away!

The second workshop was about retainin
members once they had joined the IAM and th
local Group. Astonishingly 50% of all Skilliie

(SfL) Associates do not tattee test (even though
the costis included in the SfL package), and
these almost 20% never make contact with tf
local Group to start their training.

The final workshop took a different format
rather than giving usnformation, it was aimed at
us giving the IAM feedback. 1AM has become
IMI awards assessment centre (Institute of Motd
Industry Awards) so can award officially recognised qualifications. This is providing an e
opportunity for the IAM to redegn the observer qualifications to take the Groups forward to me
challenges that we will face in the future. At this stage of thinking, there are likely torhamber of
nationally accredited Observer gqualifications

GroupAchievement award

1 Stratfordupon Avon
2 Cambridge
3 Chichester and District

Newsletter Award
The WirraGroup

Henny Cameron Lunch time!
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Derek Lobb

Some of you may be aware that Derek Lobb has been very poorly, and is currently in Northg

Senior Observers.

Derek we wish you well and are thinking of you in your long battle back to health.

Maggie is Famous!

The following article was spotted by Colin Tarry in the Chronicle & B&oAugust) and reproduced
with their kind permission.

Fundraiser reopens garden for cat funds

A gardener threw open her gates to the public and raised more than £512 for charity.

Maggie Lloyd, of Acre Lane, Kingsthorpe, who iskv®own in Northamptonshire for raising money for
Macmillan Cancer Support through tours of her garden, had two fallow years after generating thous
of pounds.

Bur, after hearing that Northampn Cat FPotection were desperate for money, she-openedat short
notice and it seems visitors had been champing at the bit to view her fuchsias, busy lizzies and Jap
anemones.

aNhR [f28R a4FARY a2S KIR f203a 2F LIS2LXS 20SNJ

GLQR tA1S (2 USKIYSR SIS NBNEB/LS NaKage K

=

General Hospital. Derdkas been an activenember of the Group for over 20 years, and is one of p
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Hollowell Bonfire & Fireworks  night

The following are some of the many pictures taken at the Hollowell Bonfire and Fireworks Displ
attended.

=

John and Dee watching the Fireworks! - -
Cleaning up at the end of the night!
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My Keys, My Keys, a Kingdom for My keys

Picture the scene, it is a nice sunny Sunday checkdrive morning. Everyone is relaxed, even thougl
been unceremoniously been kicked out of our normal meeting place and were parked ugeoAisin
Cosmetics.

A cry of woe was hearg W2 KSNX¥e | NBeaQo ¢ K& ofd
anguish on his face as he realised that he could not find his keys. W
were they? A few half hearted attempts were made to look around 1
D NEZ dzLJQ & budio Ndhahesy/ the hot éa was much more interesting
and we were pretty sure they keys were locked in the .car!

| 26 SOSNE (GKS ONE NBYFAYSR>I WII &

Eventually, because there was nothing else to do, some individuals stirred themsalgdaevent outside
to have a look around.

The conundrum was theorised, were they locked in the boot of the car or had they fallen out in
' 33a20A1GSQa Ol NX ¢KS fF040dSNE ¢ Sevar Svbiiientogkddin)
the boa before. So, a phone call was made to the poor unfortunate Associate, who proceeded t
his car (note, this is his pedand joy) apart The the returnphone call was receivegWb 2 1 S @ &

After some more fruitless searching, the only optleft was to hoodwink a gullible Trainee Observer ir
driving the hapless keyless individual home to collect a spare set. An hour later this was duly dor
car was unlocked, #hnboot searched still no keys?!

About 5 minutes later the keys wereventually
located. Where | hear you ask™ the hapless
keyless individuals pocket!! Apparently they we
tucked inside his wallet, nevéikelyto see the light
of day!

LV

Names have been omitted to protect the innoce
(and guilty).

Search for
D)

Results: 1 Match -

Look in your pocket

"Dottie, am | crazy, or do | hear those
car keys | lost jingling?"

/'Ga;ék, and to

(p.s. many thanks to Nathan for ripping his car apart, to vee 01
those that helped John Norrie look for his keys!!)

unving Lo Creawn anu

U ==

m o~

=

(9}
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Observer Focus

Current Observers

Chief Observer: Steve Smith Deputy Chief Observer: Peter Davey
Senior Observers: Alan Brown Graham Ward Derek Lobb

John Hodges Brian Johnson John Norrie
Observers:

Roy Franklin Roger Loomes Dusan Torbica
Ray Blewitt Mike Habieb Mark Osbourne Peter Turner
John Church John Josephs David Smith Graham Wallace
Rene Crevel Alan Joynes Wayne St John

If you are interested in becoming an observer, contact Steve Smith.

Observer Meeting; Monday 12" March 2012 (19:30)

The next Observer meeting will be heldtving School, Wootton Hall Parlonthe date above These
meetings are aimed at keeping observers abreast of changes to the test, techniques etc and are a
to discuss all things related to motoring/observing.

The following Observer Meeting has been arrange®fbduly2012.

Membership and Test Details

New membersf { Af £ -FIBNI [ ATSQ

Includes: 5 L - A~
e TheL! a LMzt AOF A2y al2¢ G2 06S Iy ! ROlFIyOSR

(@11

e the Advanced Driving Test fee

e guidance from the Group observers to reach test standard

e CANBUO &SI NRa YSYodsdingtkeadlancates)hKk S L! a o2y LI
e CANBRG &SI NR& YSYOSNEBKALI G2 | f20Ff DNERdzLIs

Group Membership

Annual subscription renewable or' February each year by both Associate and Full members of
group (where Associates have joined \ha SKkill for Lifgpackageafter October, this will not be due until
the following February

Individual- £10 Joint (two people living at same addresg§)7

Enquiries and membership renewals should be addressed td teasurer Ann Lancaster.All chejues
YFRS LI erFrotS 02 Wb2NIUKFIYLW2Yy ! ROFYOSR az2iu2NA
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Beware of New Tyres by Peter Arnold

2nd August 2011Annual service of-¢ear old Clio by Renault garage/o new top quality alweather
rear tyres fitted. Drove 7 miles home to Wellingborough.

3rd August 2011Drove nowhere.

G2 . A&K?2 LIQaausg of 2hIod fddiReF, wé éped against the always problematic Al4,
decided to go across country. The B645 from Rushden to Kimbolton and beyond is a beautifully \
road. As | approached the righended bend at the Three Counties Water Toweslpived right down.
Clearly, though, | failed to slow sufficiently. The back of the car swung out and attempted to overta
front. We seemed to be heading for a small but substantial tree; using the skills instilled into me

West Yorkshire Polic8kid Pan back in the early 1980s, | managed to regain some control over th
and slewed it sideways onto the grass verge. Alas, the verge was as sodden as the road, and we S
amazingly slowly, sideways into the ditch.

The ditch was approximatgld foot deep. The car was wedged into it, facing back the way we had
32Ay3> a2 GKFG GKS RNAOSNND&E &aARS ¢gla WR24YyQ
wife was unable to open her door. And the car was almost totally invisibbe fine road.

-~
v ” .r
e - A . .. e,

e il £ :_, R ;
an just see it, if you look haXdentre of picture)

the car in the ditclg you ¢

Mercifully, we were completely uninjuredy 2 06 dzYLJASX o NdXzA aSasx OdziaT
airbags had deployed.

Cause of accidenobviously, after so many years of blamelessness, poor driving (the IAM mshdagd
always admit due blame and responsibility!)

4th August 201Y ¢ 2 NNBY GALFE NIAYIZ GKS FANBO WNBFEQ NI

<
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=

faliey
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Contributory factors
1 Torrential rain.
2 Summer buileup of rubber, dust, oil, etc., on a sharp bend.
3 Brand new rear tyres, which had probably done about 15 miles.

Reason for writing thigso beg members2 6 S NJ Ay YAYR (KFd ySg (&N
at AakGtes G2 3ISHG NAR 2F OKIFd ft20Ste arta
their wet-weather grip.

Silver linings to the story
1 The report of the first motdst to pass the scene of our accident who, bless him, stopped

3 @S dza KdzAS FaaAradalyoSYy aLQR 2dzad 0O02YS
GKS AN} adodéd d6aé 2AFS KIR YIFylF3aSR G2 2LSy
2 My Wifeal @Ay3 G2 Fff FyR &adzyRNEBEY aL ySOSN K
| ROIF yOSR az2i2Nradoee L fSIF@PS GKS NBFRSNAR i
3 The marvellous help of all of the emergency services who attended (with the exception ¢
Coastguard, althougt given the weather conditions a lifeboat might have been useful).

Incidental apologiesto any motorists who received speeding tickets on the B645, that morning.
Cambridgeshire traffic constables, whilst waiting for the recgweuck to arrive, decided to stand in th
pouring rain and use their speed gun, facing in the Northamptonshire direction, of course.

Slightly reassuring comment, some days later, by retired local firé¢madt L ¥ L KI R | L,
GSOR KI RWI20KRF G0 O2N)YySNE LQOQR 06S I NAOK YI yoé

Gratuitous mention of famous persom few hours later, in the same weather conditions, and als
Cambridgeshire, Rowan Atkinson wrote off his rather more expensive car. His accident was featt
the nationalnevd T 2 dzNB 6 ay Qi o

oanAtinso's 650,00 Meen F1
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The Ten Commandments of Motoring

as published in the 1977 Roadcraft, supplied by Alan Brown
1. Perfect your Roadcraft

Roadcraft includes every aspect of driving and can be acquired onlgysteanatic approach to hazard
and constant application of the basic rules. Good Roadcraft enables a driver to avoid awkwayc
possibly dangerous driving situations. It not only prevents accidents but makes driving less arduous.

Use your skill to keepubof trouble

n

2. Drive with deliberation and overtake as quickly as possible

Good driving demands continual planning and correct decisions which must be put into operation
deliberation. There is no place for the khtarted manoeuvre born of douldr uncertainty. If it is not
completely safe it should not be attempted at all.

Overtaking should always be completed in the minimum of time to leave the road clear for approac
or following vehicles.
Deliberation eliminates uncertainty. When safe! gc

3. Develop car sense and know the capabilities of your vehicle

Car sense is the ability to get the best from the vehicle without jerks or vibration. Before a strange

is driven fast the driver should accustom himself to its controls, accederaid braking capabilities an
handling characteristics. Never expect more from them than they are able to give. Vehicles, like d
have their limitations.

=Oox

Driver and vehicle must blend to ensure skilful drii

4. Give proper signals, use the hoand headlights

Use the signals given in the Highway Code.
ambiguous signal is misleading and dangerous. US
the horn is a form of signalling much neglected
some and overdone by others. It should be used a
person would use his voice, neithaggressively nol
rudely. Flashing the lights is an efficient form |c
signalling at night and on fast roads.

Give good signals in good time

o m <

tn

5. Concentrate at all times to avoid accidents

Concentration is the keystone of good driving. It i
primary duty but often neglected one. Complet
concentration will ensure that every detalil

observed. It is often the smallest detail that gives t
clue to what is about to happen. If it is missed

accident, or at least an unpleasant experience m:
result.

D S5 in

Concentation assists observation
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6. Think before acting

The good driver makes progress so smoothly and with so little apparent fuss or effort that t
uninitiated he appears to respond to situations automatically. Nothing could be farther from the t
The fact is that by continuous concentration and thought he has raised his driving to a fine art.

Every hazard and driving operation presents problems which can only be solved by thinking. A tho
driver applies the appropriate features of the Systecarries out every operation and manoeuvre
plenty of time and consequently is always in the right place at the right time.

Think and avoid accident

7. Exercise restraint and hold back when necessary

To hold back is to follow a vehicle at a safdatise until road and traffic conditions allow it to b
overtaken. This will call for restraint especially when in a hurry. Overtaking or any manoeuvre mus
be attempted unless it can be completed with 100 per cent safety. Accidents are caused bac
situation has been wrongly assessed.

Whenever in doubt, wait

8. Corner with safety

Driving around a curve demands the application of the principals for cornering and a thorough knov
of the forces acting on the vehicle. The most common faukseantering too fast or accelerating befor
the exit is clearly seen.

Lose your speed or lose the ¢

9. Use speed intelligently and drive fast only in the right places

High speeds are safe only when a clear view is available for a considerable datdrnbere is time to
assess each hazard as it appears, but speed at all times must be related to the view. Safety wit
depends largely upon ability to slow down in good time.

Any fool can drive fast enough to be dangerg

10. Know the Highway Codend put it into practise

The Highway Code sets out rules for safety on the road. A failure to observe them could establish
in any legal proceedings. The rules must be known and complied with if a driver's own behaviour i
beyond reproach ah before he can presume to advise others. The Highway Code urges all
courteous. A good driver goes farther and acknowledges the courtesies extended to him.

Drive according to the Highway Code and you will drive sg

Advertising in this Newsletter

The Group would be happy to incorporate a small number of advertisements into this newsletter
circulation is approximately 150, four times a year. If anyone would be interested, please conts
newsletter editor for further details.
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Are YOU Anti -social?

¢CKS F2ft26Ay3 ljdAl gl a 2NAIAYylFfte LlzofAaKSR o6& w2{t!

How do you feel about road accidents? As a driver, a pedestrian, a{tyatlist, a moped rider, or a cyclist, are they your
AlGeK hNE R2 &2dz FSSt (i RhelHighwayTade dzisis b frevénk S 2

reall2yaAroAt Ade
accidentsp Pyt Saa e2dz 1y2¢ MR OAYR K2 M ARINSG X KS2 dz@NRS | WRA
others.
This quick selanalysis quiz is based on the Highway Code. Seehod@tDA | £ &2dz | NB o Cdzli L3t
FyagSNE dzyGAf @2dzQ8S R2yS (GKS ljdzAT X& hN) e&2dzQff 65 RS
1 Acaristravelling at 50 m.p.h. hatever the 2 Halt at the kerb. Look right, look left, look right again.
conditions, its braking distance cannot be less tha Cross when the road is clear. Is this the complete dril
for crossing the road?
a) 125ft a) Yes
b) 95ft b) No
c) 180ft
3 At how many of these points does a pedestrianhe 4 Which of these are forbidden to use the new
right of way at an uncontrolled zebra crossing? motorways?
a) On the carriageway a) Pedal cycles
b)  On the kerb b) Pedestrians
c) hy GKS wraatlyRQ Ay c) Ldrivers

d) Invalid carriages
e) Agricultural vehicles

5 Your cycle has a puncture and you wheel it home 6 On a road with a double white kna broken line on youl

Do you still have to obey traffic signs and signals? side means
a) Yes a) Itis safe to overtake
b) No b) Itis not safe to overtake

c) You may overtake if it is safe to do so

7 You are walking along a road where there is no 8 Hereis a common sign with the words omitted: it reads
proper footpath. You walk:
a) Onthe left a) SLOW major road ahead
b) On the right b) ROAD NARROWS
c) Inthe middle c) HALT at major road ahead

9 You are driving or cycling and you wish to turn rig 10 You are crossing the road at a sigoahtrolled crossing.

at a junction which you are now approaching. Do you watch:

Which of these do you do first?

a) Signal a) The traffic

b) Observe movement of following traffic b) The Lights

c) Startto pull out to road centre c) Both the traffic and the lights

d) Observe movement of approaching traffic
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11 When turning at a road junction with lights in your 12  You are driving at night and are dazzled by the ligt
favour would you: of a velicle whose driver refuses to dip. Do you:
a) Expect pedestrians crossing to give way to yo a) Flash your lights on and off?
b) Give way to the pedestrians? b)  Slow down and stop if necessary?

C) Carry on with your own lights dipped?

How did you score?

a. 3 pts

No. 3 pts

a. 3 pts

All of them. 3 pts, 1 pt for 4 ticks
Yes. 3 pts

. 3 pts, deduct 3 pts if you ticked a.
. 3 pts

3 pts

. 3 pts, deduct 2 pts if you ticked ¢
3 pts

. 3 ptsdeduct 3 pts | you ticked a.
3 pts

©CoNo>Or~LNE

CoTOTOTO

Now ¢ Do you honour the code?
52y QG OK &lanswee tisighdstBomestly (Tick where applicable). Have you, in the past week:

Crossed the road from behind a stationary vehicle

Driven a vehicle whityou know needs attention to breaks, tyres, steering etc
Crossed the road ignoring a nearby crossing

Exceeded a speed limit.

Taken any deliberate risks on the road.

Deduct 2 points from your score for each tick. If you have no ¢itkmestly¢ giveyourself a bonus of 4 points

| SNBEQa -so@abyou ayell A

3140 points , 2 dzZQNBO Xy &FGANiRdza YR (G K2dzZZ3K{iFdzZ G(26FNRa 20 KSNAGG
to make allowances for less thoughtful people. Never get complacent.

21-30 oints.  , 2 dzQNB |y -dzOSWP IS, &P I RIQa ¢2NIKgKATS GF1{Ay3d (K.
stake. Why not start by reading through the Code again?

1520 points , 2dz R2y Qi tA1S NBALRYAAOAT A& Drysuds weladdisr othew@apl.Y

Learn it. The life you save may be your own.

Under 15 points., 2 dzZQNBE RSFAGAIGESI eodzy GAG € S ald &2dz2QNBE K2y Saido
everreally studied the Highway Code.

Northampton Advanced Motorists T Issue 93 Winter 2011 Page 32



Northampbn Advanced Motorists

N orthampton Advanced Motorists

Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists

Membership Renewal Form
Membership expires on 31 January

Name (Mr/ Mrs/ Miss) éééééééééacbcébscébe b ééeééceeeceéeéece.
Name (Mr/ Mrs/ Miss) éééécéeéc&ébd&ébébécecccééecceéeccéé.
Address éééééééécéééeccééeeccééeececceeeeccéee. eeeéeeéeeceée.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Telephone ééééééécééécée.écééeééééeécceéceececeeeeeceée

e-Mai | éééééeeécéééeceeeeceecececceeeeceeececeeceeeeeceeeeee.

Membership Subscriptions

Individual £10 Joint £17

Joint membership is intended for two members living at the same address, only requiring one copy of the Grou p 9|

newsletter. Full membership is only available to those who have passed the IAM Driving Test. Please indicate
clearly below either Full or Associate.

Associate / Full

Membership required Individual / Joint

Subscription enclosed £
Please make cheques payable to: Northampton Advanced Motorists
Forms should be returned to: Ann lancaster,
20 Kimble Road,
Northampton
NN4 ORF

I/lWe agree to abide by Northampton Advanced Motorists rules and constitution and have no objection to
membership details being held on computer.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Signature €ééééécéecéécécéece. . eéécéecécéeéeée Date éeéec

Signatur e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Dat e eeeeeeeeeceeeq
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