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A Publicity Day in the Dark! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ ς ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŀǊƪΗέ 
 
However, as will be seen from the photos in this Newsletter, not only 
could we hold a publicity event at night time, we could hold a very 
successful one!  It was an excellent event, with a massive bonfire (nice 
and warming!) and plenty of fireworks.  With upwards of 5,000 people 
attending the event was packed.  We were very excited with the number 
of individuals who came across to see us, and who are genuinely 
interested in improving their driving and taking their advanced test. 
 
Thanks must go to Jim Hollowell who allowed us to park our Unit at the 
Hollowell Bonfire and Fireworks display (and who very kindly towed the 
unit there and back!). 
 
 

Publicity Days: 

Riverside Retail park 
December 

 

Grovenor Centre 
January/February 

 
Dates to be confirmed but 
help required to man the 
display unit.  Contact Dee 
German for further details 
and to volunteer! 
 

 

Annual Dinner with 
a Difference! 

12th May 2012 
 

See Page 5 for details of this 
exciting and fun event.  Note, 
places will need to be booked. 

 
  

See inside for further details of 
these events and others your 

Group is running. 
 

 

 
Subscription due  

1st February 2012 

It is now possible to pay your 
annual subscription by 

Standing Order (page 13) 
 
 

 

Inside éé. 

From the Chair È Important Diary Dates È 5-minute Interview 
Associate Classroom hintsÈMallorcan HolidayÈMotorway Day È  

New Standing Order form È News & Driving tips from IAM HQ ÈWinter Tyre Advice  
Associate Spotlight È IAM Group Conference ÈBonfire Night È Beware New Tyres  È 

Roadcraft Top 10 CommandmentsÈ QuizÈ Group Shop 
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From the Chair  
John Norrie, Group Chairman  

 
As I am writing this, the newspapers are full of horrific pictures of 
the aftermath of the recent carnage on the M5 ς the worst 
motorway crash in 40 years said one headline.  It is hard to imagine 
how 34 vehicles can be involved in one collision without something 
extraordinary having occurred.  Perhaps the investigation being 
conducted will point to what that was.  No doubt a contributory 
factor will be the lack of danger felt by many drivers who habitually  

drive too close to other vehicles at speed on the motorway and do not raise their observations 
appropriately. 
 
Fortunately such incidents are rare.  Most accidents are low in probability when set against the 
ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
necessarily an indication of a safe driver.  Imagine if winning the lottery was an absolute disaster, 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƭǳŎƪȅέ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ but you get the point. 
 
When Steve Smith and I deliver the classroom input to associates we talk about the Suddenly Club ς 
and how advanced driver training will keep you out of it.  When police officers interview people who 
have been involved in an accidenǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘΦ  !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 
suddenly.  They may happen rapidly, but through a sequence of events.  If a driver has anticipated the 
possibility of that sequence, or part of it, they are unlikely to be involved.  This ability develops with 
experience and training. 
 
One group at risk of joining the Suddenly Club is young drivers, those between 17 and 25.  The 
statistics for this group are not good and they are particularly at risk during their first year of driving 
after passing the driving test.  They are vulnerable but also hard to reach.  The main cause of their 
vulnerability is their inexperience.  In the UK, one in eight licence holders is aged 25 or under, yet one 
in three drivers killed on our roads is under 25. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎǊŀǎƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
carry multiple passengers.  Other factors are drink driving and mobile phone use.  Do you know any 
му ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƭǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΚ 
 
Insurance research shows that young drivers are much more likely to have crashes than older drivers, 
twice as likely as someone in their thirties, three times as likely as someone in their forties and six 
times as likely as someone over fifty.  Industry research of two million motorists found 13% of those 
aged 17 and 18 have a crash.  This compares with 4.5% in their forties and 2% over fifty.  It also 
showed that the cost of accidents involving young drivers is over twice that for accidents overall and 
is five times more likely to involve injury to someone.  The implication is higher speeds. 
 
It is a sad fact that there is no requirement for newly qualified drivers to undertake any driver 
training.  Having had some instruction up to the point where they pass the driving test, they are then 
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abandoned to gain experience as best they can.  Left to their own devices, they inevitable end up like the 
vast majority of people driving on our roads, with no driver training.  No training also means a limited 
understanding of the theory of driving.  As a well-known philosopher said ς experience teaches nothing 
without theory.  Someone may claim to have twenty years of driving experience, but they may only have 
two years which they have repeated ten times. 
 

In an attempt to get our message over to young drivers we have teamed up with the police driver training 
unit (DTU) and produced a presentation for delivery to sixth formers.  We are now in contact with several 
schools in Northamptonshire.  Last week Andy Hunt (head of the DTU) and I went to Magdalene College 
School in Brackley to address the sixth form.  I had a vision of us talking to 20 to 30 students, and starting 
off with a conversation about how many had passed the driving test, how many were currently learning, 
why did they want to drive and so on.  Imagine our surprise when we were ushered into the chapel 
occupied by 130 polite young people.  When I asked how many had taken the driving test one hand went 
up ς oh dear!  When I asked how many were learning to drive 3 hands went up ς oh dear again!  Despite 
our understanding that we were to address the upper sixth, we were in fact talking to the lower sixth, so 
the vast majority were too young to start driving.  Despite this the presentation went very well and the 
audience was very attentive and had some intelligent questions. 
 
The thrust of our message was that we were not there to preach at them (despite being in the chapel), 
but to point out how vulnerable inexperienced drivers are, what the consequences might be, and how 
structured driver training could help.  Hopefully many of them will be associates in the not too distant 
future. 
 
To add weight to this initiative we are also talking to some big companies with a presence in 
Northamptonshire and an interest in road safety.  The proposal is to offer sponsored places for young 
drivers to take up the Skill for Life package and have the cost reimbursed on passing the test.  We aim to 
add some conditions.  Candidates must pass the advanced test within 18 months of passing the driving 
test and must be under 25 years of age when they start their IAM training.  They should also have a clean 
record during this time. This is in the early stages and I will keep you updated on any progress. 
 
John Norrie, Group Chairman 

 

Test Passes 
Congratulations to the following associates have passed their Advanced Motoring test since the last 
newsletter.   

 

Mark Blundred Mark Franklin 
Ewan Cameron Neil Hawley 
Steven Cloreley Agnes Lee 
Jackie Cureton Tim Sampson 
David Fleming 
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Importa nt Diary Dates  

 

Associate Classroom Session (booking essential) 
Saturday 3rd December, 08:30 am, Force Driving School 
 
The next Associate Classroom session has been arranged for 3rd December.  If you have not yet attended, 
please contact Dee to book your place (dee.german@ntlworld.com or 07588 796348). 
 
These classroom sessions form an important part of the Associate training programme.  The session 
comprises approximately 2 hours in the classroom discussing the system of car control, cornering and 
many other useful topics, followed by a demonstration drive by Steve Smith and John Norrie.  All 
Associates are encouraged to attend a classroom session early on in their training, so please contact Dee 
to book a place at a forthcoming session. 
 
 
 
Riverside Retail Park, Northampton Publicity day 
December (date to be confirmed) 
 
We are planning to hold a publicity day at the Riverside Retail Park (off A45), Northampton during 
December (date to be confirmed).   
 
For those of you that ŘƻƴΩǘ know Riverside,it is a very busy retail park with numerous good shops - and 
there is a nice warm Costa Coffee on site!  This all day event is an opportunity to meet the public and 
recruit new Associates into the Group and your support in manning the publicity stand is vital. 
 
 
 
Grovenor Centre, Northampton Publicity day 
January/February (date to be confirmed) 
 
Early in the new year, we are planning a publicity event inside in the warm and dry Grovenor Centre 
(Northampton Town Centre). This all day event is an opportunity to recruit new Associates into the Group 
and your support in manning the publicity stand is vital. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact publicity officer, Dee German. 
 

 

Insight & Track Day, Millbrook Proving Ground or Rockingham Speedway 
Spring 2012 
 
Another chance to book a place for an exciting track day.  The venue is likely to be either Millbrook 
Proving Ground, near Bedford or the Rockingham Speedway, Nr Corby.  The cost of the event is 
approximately £100 per person, and for your money you will get a fantastic day including high-speed 
runs, vehicle dynamics training and handling exercises and hopefully some skid pan training. 
 
Contact the John Hodges (01327 872953) to register your interest. 
 

 

mailto:dee.german@ntlworld.com
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Motorway Day, Northampton 
Spring 2012 
 
Following the exceptionally good day on 2nd October (see report elsewhere), the Group in conjunction 
with Northamptonshire Police Driver training are planning another motorway driving day in the Spring 
next year for members of the public.  The day will again include giving demonstrations and undertaking 
assessments on the motorway (Northampton M1) from 10:00 hours onwards.  To enable this event to 
be successful, we need as many observers as possible to help.   
 
If you are interested in helping on this day, please contact let John Norrie who will provide further 
details. 
 

  
Annual Dinner With A Difference! 
Whilton Mill Karting Centre, Whilton locks, 12th May 2012 
 
Bored of the staid, tired events that pass as an Annual Dinner?  Although the venue and actual dinner 
were very good in previous years we felt it was time to do something different.  Shall we try a different 
venue?  No.  Shall we go for a buffet?  No.   What then? 
 
Blindfold 4-wheel Driving followed by a meal at Whilton Mill Karting venue.  Yes, it really does say 
ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΗ Lǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ŧǳƴ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƴŎȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻǇǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
the meal.  Total cost will be approximately £25 per head. 
 
Booking will be essential for this event.  Please contact Dee German to book your place. 
 
 
 

Check and Assessment Drives 

These normally take place on the first Sunday of each month at Midsummer Meadow Car Park, 
Bedford Road, Northampton (Near Avon Cosmetics and Becketts Park).   Note: alternative venue in 
exceptional circumstances is the Borough Council offices front car park, Cliftonville.  The sessions are 
09:30 and 11:00 hours. 
 
 4th December 2011 8th January 2012 5th February 2012 4th March 2012  
 1st April 2012 6th May 2012 3rd June 2012 1st July 2012 
 5th August 2012 2nd September 2012 7th October 2012 4th November 2012  
  
Appointments for check and assessment drives can be arranged through the Associates Officer, Ian 
Phillips (iantphillips@yahoo.co.uk or 07967 651820). 
 

 
Observer Meeting ς Monday 12th March 2012 (19:30) 
 
The next Observer meeting will be held at Driving School, Wootton Hall Park, on the date above.  
These meetings are aimed at keeping observers abreast of changes to the test, techniques etc and are a 
forum to discuss all things related to motoring/observing.   
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5 Minute Interview  

 

Alan has been an active member of the 
Group for many years, and has now 

involved one of his daughters, Sharon. 

As well as Observing for the Group, he 
ŜƴƎǊŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Alan J oynes  
Group Observer 

 
pie and put it in the microwave.  I went for a 
quick wash and shave, when I came back 
downstairs there was lots of black smoke, with 
the pie being a pile of black cinders. 

I keep birds, such as Orange Winged Amazon 
parrots, African Grey parrots, Hahns Macaws, 
Jenday Conures and cockatiels.  I have about 35 
at the moment, which I breed and sell on. 

I also do wood turning making such things as 
pens that I then sell in my shop, 

Where do you like to holiday? 

) L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎΦ  L ŦŜŜƭ 
that if you take the decision of having pets you 
should take the responsibility of looking after 
them 

If you won the lottery what would you spend it on? 

) I like the plot where I live but would probably 
build a new bungalow.  I would see my 3 
daughters right, and maybe take a decent 
cruise, somewhere warm (as I would be able to 
pay someone to look after the birds!).   I would 
also like to get my pilots licence ς I have been 
up 3 times already. 

What one tip would you pass on to an associate? 

) Listen very carefully to what your observer tells 
you to do. 

 

When did you pass your IAM Test and what made you 
take it? 

) 1920!  No actually is was in 1993.  I had been 
thinking about it for a long time, then one day 
the room my club (the 32-Club which raised 
money for asthmatic children) was double 
booked with the Northants IAM Group.  I 
cheekily sold them some raffle tickets, and got 
persuaded to come down for a checkdrive in 
exchange. 

What is your occupation? 

) I am a locksmith.  I own the locksmiths on 
Birchfield Road where we sell all sorts of locks, 
and undertake engraving.   

What do you currently drive? 

) A Nissan NV 200 van for doing the emergency 
locksmith calls, and a Renault Scenic.  Because 
of being on-call, I tend to do a lot of running 
about in the van. 

What would be your dream car? 

) L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ пȄпΦ  L ŀƳ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƭŀƛŘ 
ōŀŎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 
favourite. 

When not observing, how do you relax? 

) I enjoy socialising, going out and about, to the 
pub, clubs, somewhere with music.  I enjoy 
cooking, mainly English and Chinese. I did 
have a bit of a disaster once, I made an apple 
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Associates Classroom Session  

Hints and Tips  
 
The Associate Classroom session held on 17th September was a full house with five Associates and one new 
Full member braving 08:30 on a Saturday morning (not only was there no breakfast provided but due to a 
main water burst right outside FHQ there was no tea/coffee either!) 
 
As well as covering the System of Car Control, Steve Smith and John Norrie also provide an opportunity for 
the Associates to discuss techniques of advanced driving they may be troubled about, such as the limit 
point.  During the classroom session there are a number of useful hints and tips thrown in, just some of 
which I have tried to replicate here: 
 
Mirror Checks 
 Must do a mirror check before taking any actions, e.g. changing position, slowing down, changing gear 

etc 
 Maximum of 7 seconds between checks 
 More frequent if vehicles around or conditions likely to change 

Horn and Headlights 

 Both are to warn other road users of your presence 
 bŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ōŀŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

 
Signals 
 [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴŀƭΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘΗ 
 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άLŦ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘέ 

 
Roadsigns 
 Chevrons on a bed do not tell you how severe the bend is, but do generally indicate there have been 

previous accidents at the bend 
 Non-Primary route direction signs (white background black border) are generally accurate on the 

position of the roads at roundabouts etc 
 Primary route directions (green background) show the relative position of road junctions, roundabouts 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άƭŀȅƻǳǘέ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ 

 Hazard lines on country roads may be visible before road sign become readable, so can be used to gain 
information early 

 
Zone of Relative Safety 
 At 30 mph, should have 3 ft between you and stationery obstruction at side 
 For every foot less width, lose 10 mph, e.g if width available is 2 ft, reduce speed to 20 mph 

 
Micro Climate 
 Be aware of the difference in road conditions that could be caused by a micro-climate 
 For example, motorway bridges are always very exposed with cold air both on top and underneath, this 
ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ όŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŎȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ƛǎƴΩǘύΦ 

 
Braking 
 Should take a minimum of 4 seconds, to find/firm/feather the brake action 
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MAINLY MOIST MALLORCAN MEMORIES 
by John Hodges 

 
Angela and I finally make it to Cap Formentor after a hairy 20 km drive of hairpin bends, a long tunnel, 
ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴǘƛƳŜǎ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŀ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŜǇ 
cliff drops down on her side.  We park.  Now on foot we struggle up the last few steps to the lighthouse.  
The guidebook says άhƴ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ Řŀȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ Menorcaέ ς Well, we blessed-ǿŜƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΗΗΗ   
LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ Puerto Pollensa, on the North East tip of 
MallorcaΦ  ²ŜƭƭΤ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ aŜƴƻǊŎŀ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our holiday does not start wellΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ о-hour delay in take-off on our flight from Luton because of the 
heavy and unseasonable thunderstorms in Mallorca.  Tired, we eventually arrive at the Flora complex in 
Puerto Pollensa to find our suǇŜǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ hY ōǳǘ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳǇΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
because of their recent atrocious weather.  This is not good because our party includes our 2 year old 
ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9ŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƳǳƳ aŜƭŀƴƛŜΦ  aŜƭŀƴƛŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ  L Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŘƳit that throughout 
this time the most unstressed member of the group was the 2 year old who took everything in her 
amiable stride.  There must be lesson there?  The very next day we hired an oil-filled stand up heater 
from the local hire shop which worked ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳΣ ŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ aŜƭ ŀƴŘ 9ŘŜƴΩǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛƴ 
WǳƴŜέΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊom the sea-front 
and the famous pine lined walk, our ground-floor poolside apartment was the best one in this small child-
friendly complex.  Fellow visitors seemed to be mainly North Country, Scottish, Irish with a few Germans 
and Dutch.  Mallorcan wine helped the situation, we found.  A quite reasonable bottle of local wine could 
be bought for less that E2 as well as 5L drums of water for E1.25.  We never drink the tap-water abroad.   

 

"Es Colomeret" on the way to Cap Formentor (bit misty) Photo: John Hodges 
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The weather warmed, cleared and brightened.  Next day 
we all ventured out by local red/yellow bus to the old 
town of Pollensa, about 20 minutes inland from Puerto 
Pollensa.  Very much worth a visit.  From near the market 
square take the 365 steps up to the Calvario Church.  
Actually 413 steps from where we actually left the 
pushchair and walked up in the improving sunshine.  
9ŘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ άƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇέ ŎŀŎǘƛ ŀƴŘ 
orange and lemon trees along the way, but got mostly 
carried back down.  She is a star that one.  The long walk 
is worth the effort.  The views are stunning.  We enjoyed 
our lunch when we got back to our starting point!!   

 
We eventually arrived back by bus to Puerto Pollensa as 
the heavens once again opened and a violent 
thunderstorm shook the ground as everyone dived for 
cover into shops and cafes.  I left the family enjoying yet 
more refreshments and I braved it back to the complex as 
the rain eased.  As I got in we had several power cuts as 
the pool fountains came to temporary rest and we all got 
ǇƭǳƴƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƭƻƻƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ aŀƭƭƻrca in 
June, I think as I sip a can of San Miguel waiting for the 
others to return.   

 
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŀǊ ƘƛǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜΚ  ²Ŝ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŀ ǘƛŘȅ ƭŜŦǘ-hand drive, new-shape diesel Ford Fiesta, 20,000 
km on the clock with air-con etc., and a good baby seat (extra cost).  Granddad did the driving.  Diesel 
seems about 25p less a litre there than at home.  Remember Grampsy; they drive on the right hand side 
here!!  Oh yes, I must remember that, being an IAM member and all that.  Generally the roads are very 
well maintained and sign-posted ς but nothing prepares you for the sudden steep narrow hairpin bends 
you encounter (1st gear) as you go further north or north-east towards Lluc and Soller or Formentor on 
the wrong side of the road - especially with large lorries and busses coming towards you and cyclists and 
pedestrians on your side of the road!  Cyclists, ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǇΗΩ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǇΗέ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
(both quite mad).  I certainly broke in to a sweat on more than one occasion ς even with the air-con fully 
utilised.   
 
Generally, I thought the driving standard was pretty good and once you get your mind adjusted to go 
round roundabouts the wrong way, watching out for motorcyclists cutting you up from the segregated 
inside lane, then everything is fine.  Maximum speed limit is now 110 kph (70 mph) on dual carriageways, 
but bends on winding roads may well have a greatly reduced speed limit compared to the normal 80 or 
фл ƪǇƘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ L ŦŜƭǘ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ wrong turning in 
old town Pollensa with its narrow medieval streets with parked cars looking for that illusive petrol station 
ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ ǿŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΗ  !ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ŦǳƳŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
many filling stations on that part of the island ς ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ too low before you 
think about filling up.  We visited the famous huge market at Inca with its balloon-bending clown.  The 
beaches of Cala San Vincente on another day and made it as far as Cala Ratjada in the east during our 
stay.  No beach but impressive views, a nice marina and German spoken fluently.   

 
Half way up the Calvario steps  
 photo John Hodges 
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±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ tǳŜǊǘƻ tƻƭƭŜƴǎŀ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΦ  CŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ǘƻǿƴ Alcudia 
with its bullring is nearby and very much worth seeing.  And do take the ½ hour ferry crossing from 
Puerto Pollensa across the bay to secluded Formentor beach.  Much easier than trying to go by road 
there, especially on a day as Angela and I did a few days before, when the mist prevented us from 
seeing anything!  hŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǘǿƛƴ-engined sea-plane take off and land on the water 
and fly around.  (How cool is that?  I want one).  When we got back later that same afternoon the 
heavens opened again and it poured ς stranding us all like the previous time!  Bother!! 
 
If you enjoy eating, especially sea food ς eat at the Can Pescador on the pine lined sea-front.  Authentic 
local produce painstakingly prepared.  Try their Paella de Marisco or Sea Bass.  Rather pricey true, but 
very child ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ фκмлΦ  Wǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƛƴŜ ǿŀƭƪ ǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ Trio 
restaurant.  More of a general menu but well priced and again very child friendly.  8/10.   
 
In all I found Puerto Pollensa clean with narrow safe beaches and warm shallow water with small fish 
swimming around your feet.  The locals seemed genuinely happy to see us and we enjoyed the pleasant 
unhurried atmosphere.  Finally the bad weather relented.  We had bright sunshine and temps up to 27-
28 C.  Our pool was now a very inviting asset!  However, some evenings had loud entertainment 
outside.  Fortunately Eden is virtually bomb-proof and slept peacefully through most things including 
night-time thunder.  Incidentally on one sunny morning eating our breakfast on our terrace, I asked 
Eden where we were.  After only a moments hesitation she confidently replied άCƭƻǊƛŘŀέΦ  Not many 2½ 
ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΗ  LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ млκмлΗ   
 

 
Finally it was time to say goodbye to Puerto Pollensa for this trip.  We returned the stand up heater to 
the hire company and took a pre-booked taxi back to Palma airport.  Monarch flight back to Luton a 
ƳŜǊŜ пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ όǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ that on the storms, can they?).  Flight OK, but 
aƻƴŀǊŎƘ ƴƻǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aŜƭΩǎ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ς  άtǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊέ ǘƘŜȅ 
say.  Actually turned up in Norwich a few days later!   
  
hǾŜǊŀƭƭ LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ aŀƭƭƻǊŎŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ уκмлΦ  {ǳǇŜǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  5ƻ Ǝƻ - but do pack your 
galoshes.   
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The second running of a Motorway Driving day on 2nd October exceeded all our expectations.  Not only 
was it a really hot day, and I mean hot ς it was 24o plus, but also there were lots of people milling around 
and it was buzzing!   
 
In the run up to the Motorway Day, our Chairman John Norrie did an interview on the previous Friday 
with Radio Northampton, and the Chronicle and Echo also picked up on the event and gave us some 
column inches (it made onto page 7!).  
 
 

 
 
 
There was a very good turnout from our own Group observers and the neighbouring Corby Advanced 
Motorists Group also came along.  Again, Northamptonshire Police did us proud, providing three marked 
cars and three drivers ς PS Andy Hunt, PC Andy Banes and our own Steve Smith.  They were kept very 
busy during the day undertaking ½ - ¾ hour demonstration drives up and down the M1 with up to three 
passengers.  In total 37 people gained the benefit from these demonstrations. 
 
In addition to this, our Group Observers then took out anyone who then wanted an assessment of their 
own motorway driving - a brave thing to do seeing as they had just had a demo from the crème de la 
crème!   There was tremendous feedback from the members of the public all saying how informative and 
good the event was, and that they had learnt many useful tips. 
 
Dee German very kindly provided a superb lunch appreciated by us all, and Maggie Lloyd provided us all 
with hot and cold drinks during the day. 
 
 

Motorway Day  (2 nd  October)  



Northampton Advanced Motorists 

Northampton Advanced Motorists ï Issue 93 Winter 2011  Page 12 

 
From the police car - Photo Maggie Lloyd 

 
 
 

 
The Display unit was a hive of activity  

 
More Motorway Facts  
!ǘ ном ƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ aс ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ƳƻǘƻǊǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ A635(M), which is joined to the A57(M), 
Mancunian Way, is believed to be the shortest at about 300 metres long. (UK Motorway Archive). 

Two people died on a Canadian motorway when a black bear smashed through their vehicle windscreen 
having been thrown across the carriageway after being hit by another vehicle. (Daily Mail). 

A 44-tonne tanker was on the A1(M) near Wetherby in Yorkshire in January this year, when a Renault Clio 
joined the motorway from a slip road. The two vehicles came into contact and the Clio, having pivoted 90 
degrees, became attached to the front of the lorry, which then pushed it sideways up the motorway. The 
lorry driver, who had neither heard nor felt any impact from the collision, continued driving until another 
motorist flashed his hazard lights.  (Law Gazette) 

In 1985, during a holiday weekend, road works and accidents on the M1 produced a 40 mile traffic jam 
from junction 13  at Milton Keynes to J18 at Rugby. (IAM Motorway Driving Manual) 

An Irish punter decided a walk would help him sober up after a good day at Cheltenham races, and the 
wide road with the pleasant grass verge looked ideal.  The celebrant was picked up by police after 
staggering two miles ς along the hard shoulder of the M5.  He was taken to his hotel and put to bed.  
(IAM Motorway Driving manual). 

 

 

Motorway Facts 
Howard Bradshaw was the first person to 
be injured on a motorway, he fell from a 
bridge onto the Preston Bypass (M6) four 
hours after it was opened. (IAM Motorway 
Driving Manual) 
 
The first motorway service station to be 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿŀǎ bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ  ²ŀǘŦƻǊŘ 
Gap (UK Motorway Archive) 
 

http://motorwayarchive.ihtservices.co.uk/en/motorways/motorway-listing/A57M-Mancunian-Way/index.cfm
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NORTHAMPTON ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

BANK STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
 
 

To: ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢ Bank 
 
Please set up the following standing order and debit my/our account accordingly. 

 

Account details 
 
Bank Name  ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ 
 
Bank Address   ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ 
 
Account Name   ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ 
 

 Account Number                     

 

 Sort Code      -      -         

 
 

Payee details 
 

Name of organisation you are paying:   Northampton Advanced Motorists 
 

Payment Reference (important) SUBS-ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢ 
Please add your Surname & Forename after the dash 

 

Sort Code  20-61-51 
 

Account number  40508004 
 
 

About the payment 
 

Frequency of Payments  Annually 

 

Date and amount of first payment and ongoing payments Date   ȣȣȢȢȣȣȣȣȣȣ     Amount  £  ȣȣȣȣȣ 

 

Make annual payments until I/we cancel it. 

 

Confirmation 
 
 Customer(s) Signatures 
 
 
 
   
 Date ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢ 
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Councils give winter roads the cold shoulder 
In spite of the last two winters of severe cold, snow and ice, many councils are planning to cut 
back on winter road services, including salting, exposing motorists to dangerous driving 
conditions. Last year there was a 37 per cent increase in the number of cars overturning in snow 
and ice. 
 
Budget estimates from the Department for Communities and Local Government show a 3.6 per 
cent decrease in estimated spending for salting roads, snowploughing, and standby 
arrangements across England. This represents a significant cut when inflation is considered. 
 
Sixty-seven councils appear to be reducing the amount they are spending on winter road 
services, with 33 budgeting more than ten per cent less than last year. Most worryingly 21 
councils appear to have budgeted over 30 per cent less than they did last year. 
 
L!a ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ƛƳƻƴ .Ŝǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άwƻŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ς not only in rural 
areas where cars are the only way to get around but also on the main routes that keep our 
economy moving. Ambulances, supermarket food deliveries, meals on wheels, utilities, even the 
armed forces, all rely on having a usable road network. Last year, parts of Scotland nearly ran 
out of food and fuel. The 24-hour, just-in-ǘƛƳŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
the weather. 
 
ά/ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ 
through, no matter what the weather. This has to include dealing with large numbers of drivers 
ǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǘ ƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΦέ 
 
It is even more important that drivers and riders take care in severe weather conditions, given 
reduced winter road services. 
 

Ice Driving 
 
Road safety charity the IAM is offering weekly 
ƳƻǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ 
Peter Rodger. This week, he is advising on driving on 
ice.  
 
L!a ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊ tŜǘŜǊ wƻŘƎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΥ άbƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
time to start thinking about how to deal with wintry 
weather, so that when it comes along you are ready 
ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦέ 
 
Rodger offers six tips to drive confidently in icy conditions: 
 
1) Ensure you have de-icer and a scraper.  Before setting off, make sure you clean any ice or 

condensation from all the windows so that your visibility is clear.  
2) When you set off, do so in second gear, releasing the clutch and accelerating gently. 
3) As you drive, stay in higher gears to minimise the possibility of wheel spin. 
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4) Stopping distances are increased by up to 10 times in icy conditions, so leave much more 

distance than usual between your car and the car in front. 
5) If your car loses grip, take your foot off the accelerator, and point the front wheels where you 

want to go.  
6) Bear in mind, after the frost has gone, ice can remain in areas which are shaded by trees and 

buildings, including bridges.  
 
wƻŘƎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
it.  Being mentally prepared as well as having the right equipment is vital, so think about last year, 
any problems it causŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎǳǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 
 

 

Driving in snow ï the method 
 
Lǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΚ LŦ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǊŜǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
warnings about closed roads. 
 
Double or even triple your normal stopping distance from the vehicle in front. Drive so that you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ς on an icy surface they simply may not do that for you, 
but keep moving as much as possible, even if it is only at walking pace. 
 
On a downhill slope get your speed low before you start the descent, and do not let it build up ς it 
is much easier to keep it low than to try and slow down once things get slippery. 
 
Start gently, avoiding high revs, and use second gear to avoid wheelspin. If you get yourself into a 
skid the main thing to remember is to take your foot off the pedals and steer. Only use the brake if 
you cannot steer out of trouble. 
 
Plan your journey around busier roads as they are more likely to have been gritted. Avoid using 
short cuts on minor roads ς they are less likely to be cleared or treated with salt, especially country 
lanes. 
 
!ƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴƴŜǘ Ŏŀƴ ōƭƻǿ 
back onto your windscreen, so clear that off, and clear the roof to avoid snow being blown onto 
traffic following you before moving off. 
 
Make sure you have an emergency kit so you are prepared in the event of a breakdown. This 
should include a charged up mobile phone, torch, food for energy, water and a blanket. For snow 
you also need a shovel with you. On longer journeys always let someone know you have set off and 
tell them your planned route.  
 
You can also improve car performance in snow by fitting winter tyres. Winter tyres have a different 
tread pattern to give better grip on snow and ice and have a snowflake on a mountain as a symbol 
on the sidewall. The symbol indicates that they use winter grade rubber which stays flexible and 
maintains grip to well below freezing. The rubber used on standard tyres hardens as the 
temperature drops. 
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Driving Hints from IAM HQ  

Winter Tyre Advice  
 

Gripping Facts. 
 
In countries where severe winter weather conditions are more or less guaranteed, it is quite normal for 
drivers to switch to winter tyres for the duration of the cold season even though it is only a legal 
requirement in Austria, Finland and Sweden.  The practice has not been taken up in the UK because harsh 
winters are quite unusual here ς in spite of our experience over the last two years.  However, the benefits 
of winter tyres are not restricted to snow and ice covered roads ς low temperature alone seriously 
impairs the performance of standard tyres.  Manufacturers are also fitting wider wheels and tyres to cars, 
which are less suited to slippery winter conditions, so it may now be time for UK motorists to consider 
the benefits and drawbacks of seasonal tyres, or whether they should invest in snow chains or some 
other form of traction aid for when our weather turns arctic.  The options are Winter Tyres, All Season 
Tyres, Snow Chains and Snow Socks.  Studded tyres are not considered here as they are no longer 
generally available in the UK.  Potential damage to roads and development of non-studded winter tyres 
has rendered them obsolete. 
 

Winter Tyres. 
 
The most obvious difference is the tread pattern; winter tyres have wider grooves and narrow slits at the 
edges of the tread area, which combine to give better grip on snow and ice.   
 
However, a much more important difference is not so easily 
seen.  The rubber compound used for the tread section on 
standard tyres gets stiffer as the temperature drops; stiffer 
rubber results in less grip and below 7o Celsius, the grip starts to 
reduce as the temperature gets lower, although most drivers 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
dropped to near freezing point.  Winter tyres have a different 
compound which stays soft, bendy and grippy to well below 
zero.  Tyres made with this compound will carry either a 
snowflake or a mountain as a symbol on the sidewall.  Winter 
tyres undoubtedly have far better grip in snow and ice and allow 
drivers to get around quite easily in conditions that make driving 
on standard tyres impossible, while maximum braking and 
cornering performance is also retained on dry roads at sub-zero 
temperatures. 
 
However, there are drawbacks.  For a start, most European drivers who do make the switch to winter 
rubber have two sets of wheels and tyres so that they can change over quite easily with nothing more 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǿƘŜŜƭ change kit.  That means an initial outlay for a new set of wheels as well as tyres.  
Even getting steel wheels for the winter, instead of the alloys the car comes with, will still set the owner 
back about £500 or more by the time the tyres are fitted, and that outlay will apply every time the car is 
changed for a different model.  Changing over to winter tyres permanently to save the outlay for new 
ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊƳǎ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
noisier, wear out more quickly and the car will use more fuel, so two sets of wheels is really the best 
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option.  Somewhere to store the extra set of wheels is another consideration, although some tyre outlets 
do offer a complete winter tyre service where they swap the tyres over and store the set not in use. 
 
So, should we all invest in a set of winter wheels and tyres?  The UK government shows no sign of making 
it compulsory, and there are good reasons for this.  Firstly, extremes of cold, snow and ice are the 
exception here.  Even though the grip of standard tyres starts to reduce below 7o Celsius, the reduction 
does not become significant until the roads are around freezing point, which only happens regularly in a 
few hilly or remote areas of the UK.  Many motorists also take heed of public warnings and avoid driving 
in poor conditions, so all things considered, compelling every driver to buy and store a spare set of 
wheels and tyres would be imposing an unnecessary expense on the vast majority. 
 
Nevertheless, a set of winter tyres is a sensible option for some UK motorists, for example people who 
live at high altitude or in remote areas.  For the rest of us, whether the cost is justified very much 
depends on personal circumstances such as annual mileage, the risk of extreme weather conditions and 
whether you have the option to avoid driving in them. 
 

Does the Different Tyre Specification Matter? 
 
If you do go for winter tyres, the speed rating will be lower ς this is denoted by ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άwέ 
on the sidewall.  This is perfectly acceptable, as the maximum speed is still well above national speed 
limits everywhere apart from some German motorways and in wintry conditions speeds should be kept 
lower anyway.  The lower speed rating will not cause a car to fail the MOT test and should not affect your 
insurance.  Nevertheless, there have been stories of insurers raising premiums when winter tyres are 
fitted.  The Association of  
 
.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ LƴǎǳǊŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧor motor insurers have all confirmed that they would not 
class fitting winter tyres as a material modification and it would not impact on the premium. The one 
condition would be that they would expect such tyres to be fitted by reputable garage/dealer, in 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊϥǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
The ABI also recommends that you inform your insurer if winter tyres are fitted, just to be on the safe 
side. 
 

All Season Tyres 
 
A compromise solution available to drivers who want some extra grip ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
expense or inconvenience of two sets of wheels is to fit a set of All Season tyres.   
 
These have the more flexible rubber compound of winter 
tyres, but with a tread pattern that is more suited to a 
range of weather conditions rather than being specifically 
tailored to snow and ice.  As a result, they can be used all 
year round as the name implies, but like any compromise, 
they are not perfect; they will not be as good as standard 
tyres in summer or as grippy as winter tyres in snow and 
ice.  Because they use the low temperature rubber 
compound, they should have the snowflake or mountain 
symbol, but may also have a sun symbol or be marked 
άaҌ{έ ς ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ  
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 favourite underwear store, but ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ άaǳŘ ŀƴŘ {ƴƻǿέ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀŘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƛǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
these conditions.  (The alternative, S+M, has even more dubious connotations).  Unfortunately there is 
no international standard defining what an All Season tyre is, so beware of tyrŜǎ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǎ ά!ƭƭ {Ŝŀǎƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ 
do not carry the snowflake or mountain symbol ς they will be made from standard rubber and will lose 
grip below 7o Celsius just as standard tyres do, whatever tread pattern they have.  Just as with winter 
tyres, if you fit All Season tyres, you should inform your insurance company, although it should not affect 
your premium in any way. 
 

Tyre Condition 
 
Whatever tyres are fitted, regular checks of tread depth and pressure are even more important in winter.  
Performance in snow, ice or sub-zero conditions will be significantly reduced if the tread depth falls 
below 3mm.  Pressure should be checked with the tyres cold ς that means they should have been driven 
no more than a mile.   Set the pressure to the value specified by the vehicle manufacturer or the tyre 
maker if different pressures are specified for winter tyres.  Do not reduce pressure to increase grip.  Tyres 
with low pressure do not have any more grip, but are prone to overheating and blowouts, and changing a 
wheel in freezing conditions is both unpleasant and dangerous. 
 

Snow Chains and Socks 
 
A useful alternative to changing tyres is to carry snow chains or snow socks to fit when the snow gets 
deep.  Most people are familiar with the idea of chains, but snow socks are a fairly recent innovation; 
made of a strong fabric which grips snow, they are a stretch fit over the tyre.  Either of these can be used 
with standard tyres and they fit quite easily into a corner of the boot, or corner of the garden shed in 
summer, so there are no major storage issues.  
 
Snow chains are more effective, but have several 
drawbacks.  First, check that your vehicle can be fitted 
with them!  Chains increase the width of the tyre and 
may foul the suspension, the brake, or the wheel arch on 
a turn.  ¢ƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
tell you if chains can be fitted.  Chains can also be quite a 
chore to fit and anyone buying them should practice 
fitting them before the bad weather sets in, or at least 
try fitting them at home as soon as ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘΣ ǘƻ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ 
in a blizzard.  A clear road surface will be damaged by 
ǎƴƻǿ ŎƘŀƛƴǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƳǳǎǘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
blanket of snow and you must stop as soon as the snow 
has gone and remove them.  It is an offence to use 
chains or studs when they will damage the road surface, 
which is why studded tyres are no longer generally 
available ς removing the chains when the snow clears is 
a lot simpler than changing all the wheels.  You can get 
away with fitting chains to the driving wheels only, but 
this should be an emergency measure; if you know that 
you will be driving for some distance, or regularly on 
snow, fit chains to all wheels.   
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Expect to pay around £50 for a set of economy chains to carry in the boot for emergencies, up to a couple 
of hundred pounds for a heavy duty set suitable for regular use. 
 
Snow socks, on the other hand, are slightly 
cheaper to buy ς typically about £40 upwards ς 
they are much easier to fit and will give 
sufficient grip for most snowy conditions in the 
UK.  They do not damage roads, although they 
will wear out very quickly if driven for any 
distance on tarmac, so should be removed as 
soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
If you venture abroad with your car for skiing 
holidays, you will be familiar with signs telling 
you that chains must be used and there is a 
legal requirement that you carry them, even if 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƴƻǿΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
chains and although many local may use socks, 
you should still carry chains to avoid the 
possibility of a fine. 
 
Both chains and socks should be washed as soon as is practical after use to get rid of dirt and salt that will 
otherwise corrode or degrade them, and they are both a nightmare to fit for the first time in a blizzard, so 
do study the instructions and practice fitting them in the dry. 
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Associates Spotlight  

When you join the Northampton Advanced Motorist Group as an Associate Member (i.e. a driver that 
wishes to prepare for and take their test), your training will normally follow the format below. 
 

1. You will have an initial assessment drive, normally at the monthly Sunday checkdrives (1st Sunday 
in the month, Midsummer Meadows car park, Northampton, 09:30-12:00).  An assessment can be 
arranged outside of the Sunday if necessary. 

2. Once you have joined the Group, your observer will invite you to a classroom session including a 
demonstration drive.  Both of these are normally conducted by Steve Smith, a member of 
bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ tƻƭƛŎŜΩǎ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ who is also our Chief Observer.  The classroom session 
is designed to cover the fundamentals of advanced driving and the demonstration drive will give 
you an opportunity to see advanced driving in practice.  The sessions are held at Police HQ in 
Northampton (Wootton Hall), and will last approximately 3½ hours.  This is completely free and 
has proved to be of great benefit to new Associates as they develop their new skills. 

3. The classroom/demonstration session can be completed at anytime within your training but it is 
suggested that, where practicable, it is done sooner rather than later to receive maximum benefit 
to fit in with training module of: ς Explain, Demonstrate, Imitate, Practice. 

4. You will continue your preparation for the Advanced test, either attending the Sunday morning 
sessions or using the 1-2-1 scheme, whichever is preferable. 

5. Once you are ready for your test, you will be taken on a mock test by one of the senior observers, 
after which you can apply for the Test. 

 
(Note: the above is also open to existing IAM Group members who would like to refresh their skills 
and/or see how training is now carried for new Associates) 

 

Sunday Morning Check-drive and Assessment Sessions 

These normally take place on the first Sunday of each month at Midsummer Meadow Car Park, Bedford 
Road, Northampton (Near Avon Cosmetics and Becketts Park).   Note: alternative venue in exceptional 
circumstances is the Borough Council offices, Cliftonville.  On checking in you will be allocated an 
observer who will then take you out on your observed drive.  You will receive a series of these sessions, 
usually one each month, until your driving has reached the required standard in order for you to pass the 
IAM driving test 
 
The sessions are 09:30 and 11:00 hours on these following dates: (2011)  4th December, (2012) 8th 
January, 5th February, 5th March, 1st April, 6th May and 3rd June.  Appointments for check and assessment 
drives can be arranged through the Associates Officer, Ian Phillips (iantphillips@yahoo.co.uk or 07967 
651820). 
 
1-2-1 Scheme 

The Group also offers a one-to-one scheme, where an associate member is paired with an observer.  
Checkdrives can then take place at mutually convenient times, for example on a Friday evening or 
Saturday morning.  This scheme provides consistency as your observer will take you for all your 
checkdrives until you reach test standard.  It also offers the opportunity to consolidate your training into 
a shorter timespan.  For further information please contact Peter Davey on 01604 753405 or 
nn5pete@virginmedia.com. 
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 Caption Competition  
 
 
aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ǘŜǾŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ плΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜnd at Rushden 
Railway Museum.  Please send any witty comments to the newsletter editor, where the best will be 
published in the Spring Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disappointingly there were no entries to the caption competition in the Autumn Newsletter, but we are 
sure that the image above will provoke some amusing comments 
 
 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas from your Committee  
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IAM GROUP CONFERENCE  

 
On 8th October, John Hodges and I represented the Group at the National IAM Car Group Conference.  
This year there was a change of format, with the day being divided up with three different syndicates.  
There were speeches by the IAM HQ Chairman (Alistair Cheyne) and the IAM Chief Executive (Simon Best) 
covering the financial and business issues of the IAM.  Key issues were that the IAM has a trading surplus 
for the first time in 6 years, and that the IAM is still keen for the IAM brand to become more modern and 
friendlier. 
 
The delegates were divided into three Groups which then rotated 
around the three syndicates.  L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ !ŘǾƛǎƻr 
²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΩ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
and at times highly amusing.  It also provided an opportunity to 
learn from other Groups.   Run by Positive Change (a private 
company), it was a  role play workshop designed to help groups 
know how to gain more members by approaching people in a way 
that gets them interested, rather than scaring them away! 
 

The second workshop was about retaining 
members once they had joined the IAM and the 
local Group.  Astonishingly 50% of all SkillforLife 
(SfL) Associates do not take the test (even though 
the cost is included in the SfL package), and of 
these almost 20% never make contact with the 
local Group to start their training. 

 
The final workshop took a different format, 
rather than giving us information, it was aimed at 
us giving the IAM feedback.  IAM has become an 
IMI awards assessment centre (Institute of Motor  

Industry Awards) so can award officially recognised qualifications.  This is providing an exciting 
opportunity for the IAM to redesign the observer qualifications to take the Groups forward to meet 
challenges that we will face in the future.  At this stage of thinking, there are likely to be a number of 
nationally accredited Observer qualifications. 

Group Achievement award 

1 Stratford upon Avon 
2 Cambridge 
3 Chichester and District 
 

Newsletter Award 

The WirralGroup 
 
 
 
Henny Cameron 
 

̆ÞÔÚdÕÆØØdÞÔÚ×d¹ÊØÙd

then learn or die 

Ë×ÔÒdÞÔÚ×dÒÎØÙÆÐÊØ̇ 
Alistair Cheyne 

 
Lunch time! 
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Derek Lobb 
 

Some of you may be aware that Derek Lobb has been very poorly, and is currently in Northampton 
General Hospital.  Derek has been an active member of the Group for over 20 years, and is one of our 
Senior Observers.   
 
Derek, we wish you well and are thinking of you in your long battle back to health. 
 

Maggie is Famous! 
 
The following article was spotted by Colin Tarry in the Chronicle & Echo (18th August) and reproduced 
with their kind permission. 
 
Fundraiser re-opens garden for cat funds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A gardener threw open her gates to the public and raised more than £512 for charity. 
 
Maggie Lloyd, of Acre Lane, Kingsthorpe, who is well-known in Northamptonshire for raising money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support through tours of her garden, had two fallow years after generating thousands 
of pounds. 
 
Bur, after hearing that Northampton Cat Protection were desperate for money, she re-opened at short 
notice and it seems visitors had been champing at the bit to view her fuchsias, busy lizzies and Japanese 
anemones. 
 
aǊǎ [ƭƻȅŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊέΦ 
 
άLΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜΦέ  
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Hollowell Bonfire & Fireworks night  
The following are some of the many pictures taken at the Hollowell Bonfire and Fireworks Display we 
attended. 
 
 

 

 

 
John and Dee watching the Fireworks! 
 

 

 

 
Cleaning up at the end of the night!  
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My Keys, My Keys, a Kingdom for My keys  

 
Picture the scene, it is a nice sunny Sunday checkdrive morning.  Everyone is relaxed, even though we had 
been unceremoniously been kicked out of our normal meeting place and were parked up outside Avon 
Cosmetics.   
 
A cry of woe was heard ς Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ƪŜȅǎΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǳǘǘŜǊŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƻk of 
anguish on his face as he realised that he could not find his keys.  Where 
were they?  A few half hearted attempts were made to look around the 
DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎŀǊŀǾŀƴΣ but to be honest, the hot tea was much more interesting 
and we were pretty sure they keys were locked in the car!. 
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΣ ΨIŀǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ƪŜȅǎΚΩΦ 
 
Eventually, because there was nothing else to do, some individuals stirred themselves and went outside 
to have a look around. 
 
The conundrum was theorised, were they locked in the boot of the car or had they fallen out into an 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŎŀǊΚ   ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘΣ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǎ ƘŀŘ never ever been locked in 
the boot before.  So, a phone call was made to the poor unfortunate Associate, who proceeded to take 
his car (note, this is his pride and joy) apart.  Then the return phone call was received ς Ψbƻ ƪŜȅǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΩΦ 
 
After some more fruitless searching, the only option left was to hoodwink a gullible Trainee Observer into 
driving the hapless keyless individual home to collect a spare set.  An hour later this was duly done.  The 
car was unlocked, the boot searched ς still no keys?! 
 

 About 5 minutes later the keys were eventually 
located.  Where I hear you ask?  In the hapless 
keyless individuals pocket!!  Apparently they were 
tucked inside his wallet, never likely to see the light 
of day! 

 
 Names have been omitted to protect the innocent 

(and guilty). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(p.s. many thanks to Nathan for ripping his car apart, to Dee for driving to Creaton and back, and to all 
those that helped John Norrie look for his keys!!) 
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Observer Focus  

Current Observers 
    

Chief Observer: Steve Smith Deputy Chief Observer: Peter Davey 

    

Senior Observers: Alan Brown Graham Ward Derek Lobb 

 John Hodges Brian Johnson John Norrie 

Observers:    

John Barratt Roy Franklin Roger Loomes Dusan Torbica 

Ray Blewitt Mike Habieb Mark Osbourne Peter Turner 
John Church John Josephs David Smith Graham Wallace 

Rene Crevel Alan Joynes Wayne St John  

    

 

If you are interested in becoming an observer, contact Steve Smith. 
 

 

Observer Meeting ς Monday 12th March 2012 (19:30) 
 
The next Observer meeting will be held at Driving School, Wootton Hall Park, on the date above.  These 
meetings are aimed at keeping observers abreast of changes to the test, techniques etc and are a forum 
to discuss all things related to motoring/observing.   
 
The following Observer Meeting has been arranged for 9th July 2012. 
 

Membership and Test Details 

 
New members Ψ{ƪƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΩ - £139 
 
Includes:  

 The L!a ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊέ 
 the Advanced Driving Test fee 
 guidance from the Group observers to reach test standard 
 CƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L!a όƻƴ Ǉassing the advanced test) 
 CƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ DǊƻǳǇΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ 

 
Group Membership 
 
Annual subscription renewable on 1st February each year by both Associate and Full members of the 
group (where Associates have joined via the Skill for Life package after October, this will not be due until 
the following February). 
 

Individual - £10  Joint (two people living at same address) - £17 
 
Enquiries and membership renewals should be addressed to the Treasurer, Ann Lancaster.  All cheques 
ƳŀŘŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨbƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ aƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ DǊƻǳǇΩΦ 
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Beware of New Tyres by Peter Arnold  

 
2nd August 2011: Annual service of 4-year old Clio by Renault garage; two new top quality all-weather 
rear tyres fitted. Drove 7 miles home to Wellingborough. 
 
3rd August 2011: Drove nowhere. 
 
4th August 2011Υ ¢ƻǊǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ Ǌŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 
ǘƻ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΤ ōŜŎause of the foul weather, we opted against the always problematic A14, and 
decided to go across country. The B645 from Rushden to Kimbolton and beyond is a beautifully winding 
road. As I approached the right-handed bend at the Three Counties Water Tower, I slowed right down. 
Clearly, though, I failed to slow sufficiently. The back of the car swung out and attempted to overtake the 
front. We seemed to be heading for a small but substantial tree; using the skills instilled into me on the 
West Yorkshire Police Skid Pan back in the early 1980s, I managed to regain some control over the car, 
and slewed it sideways onto the grass verge. Alas, the verge was as sodden as the road, and we skimmed, 
amazingly slowly, sideways into the ditch. 
 
The ditch was approximately 4 foot deep. The car was wedged into it, facing back the way we had been 
ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ΨŘƻǿƴΩΦ CƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƘŀŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 
wife was unable to open her door. And the car was almost totally invisible from the road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mercifully, we were completely uninjured ς ƴƻ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ōǊǳƛǎŜǎΣ ŎǳǘǎΤ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ΨǿƘƛǇƭŀǎƘΩΦ bƻ 
airbags had deployed. 
 
Cause of accident: obviously, after so many years of blamelessness, poor driving (the IAM member should 
always admit due blame and responsibility!) 
 

 

the car in the ditch ς you can just see it, if you look hard! (centre of picture) 
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Contributory factors: 
1 Torrential rain. 
2 Summer build-up of rubber, dust, oil, etc., on a sharp bend. 
3 Brand new rear tyres, which had probably done about 15 miles. 

 
Reason for writing this: to beg members tƻ ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ ǘȅǊŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ΨōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŎǊǳōōƛƴƎΩ 
ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎƛƭƛŎƻƴŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻŀǘƛƴƎΧ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ 
their wet-weather grip. 
 
Silver linings to the story: 

1 The report of the first motorist to pass the scene of our accident who, bless him, stopped and 
ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ƘǳƎŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΥ άLΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΦέ όaȅ ²ƛŦŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǎŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǾŜύΦ 

2 My Wife ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴŘǊȅΥ άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ hYΤ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ 
!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ aƻǘƻǊƛǎǘΦέ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ 

3 The marvellous help of all of the emergency services who attended (with the exception of the 
Coastguard, although ς given the weather conditions ς a lifeboat might have been useful). 

 
Incidental apologies: to any motorists who received speeding tickets on the B645, that morning. The 
Cambridgeshire traffic constables, whilst waiting for the recovery truck to arrive, decided to stand in the 
pouring rain and use their speed gun, facing in the Northamptonshire direction, of course. 
 
Slightly reassuring comment, some days later, by retired local firemanΥ άLŦ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ 
ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ƳŀƴΦέ 
 
Gratuitous mention of famous person: a few hours later, in the same weather conditions, and also in 
Cambridgeshire, Rowan Atkinson wrote off his rather more expensive car. His accident was featured on 
the national newǎΤ ƻǳǊǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ  
 

 

Rowan Atkinson's £650,000 McLaren F1 
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The Ten Commandments of Motoring  
as published in the 1977 Roadcraft, supplied by Alan Brown 

 

1. Perfect your Roadcraft 
 
Roadcraft includes every aspect of driving and can be acquired only by a systematic approach to hazards 
and constant application of the basic rules. Good Roadcraft enables a driver to avoid awkward and 
possibly dangerous driving situations. It not only prevents accidents but makes driving less arduous. 

Use your skill to keep out of trouble 
 
2.  Drive with deliberation and overtake as quickly as possible 
 
Good driving demands continual planning and correct decisions which must be put into operation with 
deliberation. There is no place for the half-hearted manoeuvre born of doubt or uncertainty. If it is not 
completely safe it should not be attempted at all. 
 
Overtaking should always be completed in the minimum of time to leave the road clear for approaching 
or following vehicles. 

Deliberation eliminates uncertainty. When safe, go! 
 
3.  Develop car sense and know the capabilities of your vehicle 
 
Car sense is the ability to get the best from the vehicle without jerks or vibration. Before a strange vehicle 
is driven fast the driver should accustom himself to its controls, acceleration and braking capabilities and 
handling characteristics. Never expect more from them than they are able to give. Vehicles, like drivers, 
have their limitations. 

Driver and vehicle must blend to ensure skilful driving 
 
 

4.  Give proper signals, use the horn and headlights 
 

Use the signals given in the Highway Code. An 
ambiguous signal is misleading and dangerous. Use of 
the horn is a form of signalling much neglected by 
some and overdone by others. It should be used as a 
person would use his voice, neither aggressively nor 
rudely. Flashing the lights is an efficient form of 
signalling at night and on fast roads. 

Give good signals in good time 
 
5.  Concentrate at all times to avoid accidents 

Concentration is the keystone of good driving. It is a 
primary duty but often neglected one. Complete 
concentration will ensure that every detail is 
observed. It is often the smallest detail that gives the 
clue to what is about to happen. If it is missed an 
accident, or at least an unpleasant experience may 
result. 

Concentration assists observation 
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6.  Think before acting 
 
The good driver makes progress so smoothly and with so little apparent fuss or effort that to the 
uninitiated he appears to respond to situations automatically. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
The fact is that by continuous concentration and thought he has raised his driving to a fine art. 

 
 
Every hazard and driving operation presents problems which can only be solved by thinking. A thoughtful 
driver applies the appropriate features of the System, carries out every operation and manoeuvre in 
plenty of time and consequently is always in the right place at the right time. 

Think and avoid accidents 
 
7.  Exercise restraint and hold back when necessary 
 
To hold back is to follow a vehicle at a safe distance until road and traffic conditions allow it to be 
overtaken. This will call for restraint especially when in a hurry. Overtaking or any manoeuvre must never 
be attempted unless it can be completed with 100 per cent safety. Accidents are caused because a 
situation has been wrongly assessed. 

Whenever in doubt, wait. 
 
8.  Corner with safety 
 
Driving around a curve demands the application of the principals for cornering and a thorough knowledge 
of the forces acting on the vehicle. The most common faults are entering too fast or accelerating before 
the exit is clearly seen. 

Lose your speed or lose the car 
 
9.  Use speed intelligently and drive fast only in the right places 
 
High speeds are safe only when a clear view is available for a considerable distance and there is time to 
assess each hazard as it appears, but speed at all times must be related to the view. Safety with speed 
depends largely upon ability to slow down in good time. 

Any fool can drive fast enough to be dangerous 
 
10. Know the Highway Code and put it into practise 
 
The Highway Code sets out rules for safety on the road. A failure to observe them could establish liability 
in any legal proceedings. The rules must be known and complied with if a driver's own behaviour is to be 
beyond reproach and before he can presume to advise others. The Highway Code urges all to be 
courteous. A good driver goes farther and acknowledges the courtesies extended to him. 

Drive according to the Highway Code and you will drive safely 
 
 

Advertising in this Newsletter  
 
The Group would be happy to incorporate a small number of advertisements into this newsletter.  The 
circulation is approximately 150, four times a year.  If anyone would be interested, please contact the 
newsletter editor for further details. 
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How did this happen?  
Are YOU Anti -social? 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǉǳƛȊ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ wƻ{t! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ мфрр wƻŀŘŎǊŀŦǘΗ 
 
How do you feel about road accidents?  As a driver, a pedestrian, a motor-cyclist, a moped rider, or a cyclist, are they your 
reǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΚ  hǊΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚ  The Highway Code exists to prevent 
accidentsΦ  ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴǘƛ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭΦ  LƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻŘŜ ŀƴŘΣ ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ 
others. 
 
This quick self-analysis quiz is based on the Highway Code.  See how anti-ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  .ǳǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦŀƛǊΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛȊ ΧΦ hǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ 
 
1 A car is travelling at 50 m.p.h.  Whatever the 

conditions, its braking distance cannot be less than: 
 2 Halt at the kerb.  Look right, look left, look right again.  

Cross when the road is clear.  Is this the complete drill 
for crossing the road? 

 a) 125 ft   a) Yes 
 b) 95 ft   b) No 
 c) 180 ft     
       
3 At how many of these points does a pedestrian have 

right of way at an uncontrolled zebra crossing? 
 4 Which of these are forbidden to use the new 

motorways? 
 a) On the carriageway   a) Pedal cycles 
 b) On the kerb   b) Pedestrians 
 c) hƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ   c) L-drivers 
     d) Invalid carriages 
     e) Agricultural vehicles 
      
5 Your cycle has a puncture and you wheel it home.  

Do you still have to obey traffic signs and signals? 
 6 On a road with a double white line, a broken line on your 

side means 
 a) Yes   a) It is safe to overtake 
 b) No   b) It is not safe to overtake 
     c) You may overtake if it is safe to do so 
       
7 You are walking along a road where there is no 

proper footpath.  You walk: 
 8 Here is a common sign with the words omitted: it reads 

 a) On the left   a) SLOW major road ahead 

 

 b) On the right   b) ROAD NARROWS 
 c) In the middle   c) HALT at major road ahead 
       

       
9 You are driving or cycling and you wish to turn right 

at a junction which you are now approaching.  
Which of these do you do first? 

 10 You are crossing the road at a signal-controlled crossing.  
Do you watch: 

 a) Signal   a) The traffic 
 b) Observe movement of following traffic   b) The Lights 
 c) Start to pull out to road centre   c) Both the traffic and the lights 
 d) Observe movement of approaching traffic     
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11 When turning at a road junction with lights in your 
favour would you: 

 12 You are driving at night and are dazzled by the lights 
of a vehicle whose driver refuses to dip.  Do you: 
 

 a) Expect pedestrians crossing to give way to you?   a) Flash your lights on and off? 
 b) Give way to the pedestrians?   b) Slow down and stop if necessary? 
     c) Carry on with your own lights dipped? 

 
 

 

How did you score? 
 
1. a.  3 pts 
2. No.  3 pts 
3. a.  3 pts 
4. All of them.  3 pts, 1 pt for 4 ticks 
5. Yes.  3 pts 
6. c.  3 pts, deduct 3 pts if you ticked a. 
7. b.  3 pts 
8. c.  3 pts 
9. b.  3 pts, deduct 2 pts if you ticked c 
10. c.  3 pts 
11. b.  3 pts, deduct 3 pts I you ticked a. 
12. b  3 pts 
 
 

Now ς Do you honour the code? 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ς answer this question honestly.  (Tick where applicable).  Have you, in the past week: 
 

Crossed the road from behind a stationary vehicle 
Driven a vehicle which you know needs attention to breaks, tyres, steering etc 
Crossed the road ignoring a nearby crossing 
Exceeded a speed limit.   
Taken any deliberate risks on the road. 
 

Deduct 2 points from your score for each tick.  If you have no ticks ς honestly ς give yourself a bonus of 4 points 
 

IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴǘƛ-social you are 
 
31-40 points ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ-ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  .ǳǘΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƴƻōƻŘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 

to make allowances for less thoughtful people.  Never get complacent. 
 
21-30 points. ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǊƻŀŘ-ǳǎŜǊΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  [ƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ 

stake.  Why not start by reading through the Code again? 
 
15-20 points ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ /ƻŘŜ ƛǎ for you as well as for other people.  

Learn it.  The life you save may be your own. 
 
Under 15 points. ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀƴǘƛ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΦ  {ƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅΤ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ever really studied the Highway Code. 
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Northampton Advanced Motorists  
Affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists 

 

Membership Renewal Form  
Membership expires on 31

st
 January  

 

 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éééééé..ééééééé.. 

 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) ééééééééééééééééééééééééé..ééééééééééééééé... 

 

Address éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éééééééééé. 

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...é.éééé.éééééé.. 

 

. ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Postcode éééééééééé..   

 

Telephone ééééééééééééééééé...ééé.é.ééééééééééééééé.é.ééééééé 

 

e-Mail ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééé.ééééééé.. 

 

 

Membership Subscriptions 

 

Individual    £10                           Joint  £17 

 

Joint membership is intended for two members living at the same address, only requiring one copy of the Groupôs 

newsletter.  Full membership is only available to those who have passed the IAM Driving Test.  Please indicate 

clearly below either Full or Associate. 

 
 

Membership required 
Associate / Full 

Individual / Joint 

 
Subscription enclosed £ 

 

Please make cheques payable to: Northampton Advanced Motorists 

Forms should be returned to: Ann lancaster,  

 20 Kimble Road, 

 Northampton 

 NN4 0RF 

 

I/We agree to abide by Northampton Advanced Motorists rules and constitution and have no objection to 

membership details being held on computer. 

 

 

Signature ééééééééééééééééé..ééééééééééééé Date ééééééééééééé 

 

Signature éééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éééé Date ééééééééééééé 

 

 


